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:'Steam Gala

..~ Unce again we were blessed with fine weather for a very
successful Open Day. Preparations begen weeks beforehend and
after a 'grand shunt ' on the preceding Tuesday all the stock

was ready for moving into gosition to, await the first visitors

" —an operation that was performed on the Saturday morning,
During the morning the seles materiael and exhibits were ins
stolled in the shed and the Wickhem trolley was put to good
use &g o Middleton 'pop' { fizzy variety Sho

Soon after lunch, our old friends Derek Rayner L¥ndon
Shearnan end John Chariesworth agrlved W1thhthelr ma%nl icent
road-roller, 'fhe White Roag' an took u elr position by

the headshunt turnout. The _agnall and 1%10. disappeared down

to Moor End with a trein, prior to bringing 'Swensea! up to
the trom crossing. The !'Jag! then returfned to the yard Eeav~
ing the Y7 glinting in the sunlight to fece & battery of
caneras between the headshunt and tram crossing.

Seles went well and meny hundreds of people enjo¥ed
themselves poking into the various nooxs and crannies that

were open for inspection snd admiring the newly cleened and
resp}endent locos, 2y:6 p.m. _the crowd was_thinning out and
the” Trestoration! of the yard to its normal state commenced.

Our grateful thanks go to menmbers of the 'White R !
’ %roup nd ¥he S teen rowerbTrust %or t%me and %roﬂ%ﬁeethgge
+ ook to support us €0 well,

‘0 Tt We ere mcre than indebted to llessrs.Clayton Son and
Co.Ltd, for allowing us to.hold our Stesm Galsd on their
property end for pu%ting theilr facilities at our disposeal,

Un the line

riuch has happened gince the last issus of the News-—
letteY. This has bDeen due to some large working parties at
the weekends and to s lesser extent duting the week, This
~does not wean that we cen sit back and teke things easy as
‘there are still many jobs to be done and more people are
needed to help, especlally with the permenent way, which,
although in a nuch better stete than ever before, is in

a poor state conpared with sowe other Societies,

Dagnall 2702 After May 15th., the loco. was teken outb
of service to have its new brake blocks fitted and the brake
gear overhauled, At the seme tine opportuniiy was Faken to
overhaul the drain-cocks and sending gear, The loco, was
then +towed down the yard hehind 'John alcock! to hed the
Eg@%e blocks. The looo., was returned to traffic on. June ’

1100 % fit.
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Sentinel 54 The firebox is now in place after seversl ”g we .

C

setbacks, The majof trouble has been caused by sore of the
studs that hold the firebox in Elaoe working loose ., It is

L 1 will be in- stesn again be
fore the end of iugust at the earliest as much work renains
to be done. ' B : o o : ’

L.sdot 1697 The diesel continues to. give good service'
end has hendled nearly all traffic recently, after further
work on the geerbox it is-now functioning perfectly and all
gears are uséble but for the speed restriction which limits
us to the use of lst. and 2nd. (in 4th.. gear the loco, has

& theoretical top speed-of about 30 m.p.h.) A new ball

type whistle has been-fitted to replace the hooter pre-—
viously used. This gives a nuch more audible sound although
perheps not quite so0 pleasing to the éar. Several air
lesks hed developed recently Put these have all sirce been

cured., It is hoped to take the diesel oub of service in

the_near future for a short-period when-the—cylinder heads
will be removed for examination of the valves and decarb-
onising.. _ - '

W.E.R. 1310 The restoration of this locomotive to

the contenporary N.E , livery is completed except foxr the
nunbers end letters. The result is. superb. o

G & W Depb. .s noted in the last newsletter, .the

" breke vanm is being repeinted intérnelly. It will be painted

in the sewne colour schene as before, i.e. yellow walls
oifset by blaokivertical and cross %imbershand white zroof,
This gives & pleasing end 1light atmosphere to the vehicle,

he Shed liost of the activity in the last few

. weeks hag been in the erection of the shed which is now

gomplete, lMuch work has had to be done on the sections.as
a lot of the wood was denaged or rotten, Roofin: felt hes
Deen put on end the buildin_ is now waterproof., Originally
the felt was attached to eesch roof section individually there-
by“leaving 8 gap in  the roof, This has been eliminated by

laying the new felt along the roof in unbroken lengths., . =

‘On June 11th. the handcrane wes teken out of the tram
giding and teken down to lMoor End works where it was used to
cleex cestings end wooden patterns from in front of a steam
crane, This vehicle, which has a lifting cepacity of 4 tons
resides on a stretch of treck sabout 10U yards long inside
the works, coiipletely seperate from the rest of tﬁeisystem.
It hes been out of use for some time butbt is in fairly :oo0d
condition, The boiler hed just pessed its dinspection when
it wes teken out of service as there was hobody to operate
it, It is hoped thet it sy be used on our”line in the
future when a stext cen be made on its resboredion.

' The New avonside sarrived safely on June 28th, This
loco, is am avonside '03! works number 1671 of 1913 (Swansea
ig of the seme type, but was built in 1909,no 1569 ) The
loco, hes the flaengeless centre driving wheels which. are
alnost & necessity for a six coupled engine on the sharp
curves found at tge Livexrpool Docks. :
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The: arrival of the M.D. & H.o. No. 21 by T.Todge.  ©

The new avonside errived at Middleton on Tuesday,28th,
June after an eventful journey. The low loader on hire from
William Lye collected _en Wade and nyself ot 7.00 a.n, on the
27th. We then returned to Williem Lye's to pick up two lengths
of flat bottomed reil on which to rest the loco. for the
journey to Leeds. ' ' k '

: . W e arrived in Liverpool without incident at 1.00 pm,
and eventuelly found the loco, at Princes. Dock loco., shed where
it hed been noved the week before., .fter some discussion as to
which way the loco. wes to be drewn out of the shed and loaded
on to the wagon, a pair of rails tapered ot one end were pro-
cured for use as & ramp to leed it onto the weagon.

The dock steff had already removed the reer bmffers but
it wes felt advisable to remove the trailing sandpipes as these
night heve camght on thie trailer, At the seme time, the sperk
arrester wag removed in cese it caught on eny low bridges. The
engine was then pushed onto the trailer by a 1965 built 0-6-0
diesel shunter and hauled the remeining yaxd or.so by the wagon's
winch. ' : o _

~efore leeving it was discovered that the enginels tank
vwessstill helf full of water., The equalising pipe was found to
be Dblocked end this had to be pertiaslly renoved before the water
coulc¢ Le run out. The tow buffers were then loaded and after a
short spell of photogrephy we set off on the long end arduous
dreg ecross The rennines to Leeds. '

vur axrrivel ot o cafe on the Bast Lancs., Road caused
guite e stir and nuch nunbling of it being!'quicker by road!,
after passing thrdugh Manchester there was a lot of hill clinb-
ing to be done end comments were passed on vehicles 'blowing
off ' sLoing uphill as the rediator frecquently washed the wind-
screen ! Aas our driver could see no way of getting over the

alder—iire waterklhed unassisted, our load wes left in a
i elifex mar park for the night while Wwe returned to Leeds
t 1light engine ' for o well earned night's rest.

Next norning a tesn of anxious unloeders weited from
9,00 am. till 11.30 ama, at the reilway..but there was no sign of
the lorry and its load. & scout party on .otorbikes finally -
found o broken down lorry on the Leeds Ring Road weiting for the
orrivel of oil for the differential which hed sprung e leak,
The loco, finelly errived at Midcleton at ehout 1,00
It wes unloeded down a timber supported remp by backing 'John

© Alcock! up the remp end pinchbarring the loco, until it rolled

gently up to the diesel's buffers. It eventually reached
Widdéleton netels at 2,45 pn. and was towed eway to the accomp-
aninent of its bell clangihg noisily. (411 M.D. & H.2. locos.
are fitted with these bells as they run along roads in the dock
area A

) Our driver, who had been most friendly and helpful,
told us thet severel Healifex policemen, led by one who was &
LLW.V.it. 1.8, meuber, hed helped by clearing the road at Helifex,
He then left to collect & load t0 take to L iverpool (!) end
en and I went home to bed! E%>
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Lublicity _
Help is needed in menning the M.R.T. stend ﬂt the

| Harrobete Northern liodel Reilwey Exhibition on august 27th,29th

HNaylor, 3 Hinc

and 30th, at the Bxuibition Hell, Heirogate, between 10.30 and
19.30. vuxr own 19yout should be- 1eedy by then end the whole
exhibition prouises to ve post interesting., If you could .spere
just & couple of hours it would help take the load off the
shoulders oi the faithful few, ‘Offers of help either on the
stand or transporting the exhihits should be sent to .ndrew
ﬁ.liie Street, Lradford 3 . Telephone 39483.

We exre also desperﬂtely short of photogrephs suitable
for use in publicising the line and as seversl articles are 'in
the offing' as-well as the need for fresh meteriel for exhibition
nenbers eare particulerly urged to oontqct Andrew ‘Naylor if they
cen help in thls dllectlon. . R

Dr.Youell

- liembers will be sorry to hear that Dr,Youell, our o
Chairmen, went into hospital on the Sundey following the Steon
Gala for & nejor operation. This wes performed the following

Thursdey end, 'Fred' i8 now neking e speedy recovery, although
of course it willibe & few months yet before he is fit enough
to teke up his tiddleton 'chores'! again., I an sure that evexry-
body will join with me in sending our best wishes to Fred end
hope that he will continue his recovery and heve no further
recurrence of the illnesses that have been tloublln hinm over .
the past few years.

Wew Keihbour
The DUlldlnb reoent%{ completed at the Middleton/

iidlend Junction by Mr,litche has now been acquired by He 1dys
ilotor Redietor Coupgny, who -are in the QIOCGSS of noving in.

This newsletter hes been edited by John Carr, the mqgotity of
the news heving been supplied by S tephen Roﬁerts and soune
additions by the Secretery.




