
OLD HOT HEWS.

Newsletter of the Middleton-Railway Trust ••
Number 22, December, 1966 '. : • • • • • ..;

Down at the line . • ..- ' " • .

.Ilmnks to the -absence of severe frost 'the gardening.programme is
progressing well.. -The latest section completed i.£r from the Parkside
incline turnout to I/Wait aker's turnout and all looks well for the
clearing of the line by Spring when the cycle starts all over again!
It is surprising the things that grow'in -the. .d.ust .and dirt of Hunslet!

'* Both the Y? and the 13 agnail are to have visual boiler inspec-
tions , now due - no difficulties are envisaged. The Y7 will not be
steadied again until the first Saturday in Mar oh. -

:.'• Phil Walton, Whickhaxi Engineer, apologises to all for the slow
speed of repair to the trolley but says that the wick of the vniickhao.
will' soon be lit!

.A turnout in Dartmouth yard was conpletely re-chaired and re~tim~
bered and brought to gauge on the weekend of 19th/20th November0 !?his
junction, technically under the maintenance of "Claytons!..., had been'in
a dangerous condition f or * about eighteen months; .and 'John Alcock*
was 'very nearly derailed by loose rails four days before the repair.
All members who. helped in the repairs are to be coiigra,tula.ted for a
sterling effort in unpleasant conditions.

, The second (disused) weighbridge in .Eobinsoh & BirdselLUs yard
collapsed, "anci the heavy girders supporting the floating surface had
rusted''through completely,, Mew supports and substitute rails were
put in under 'Wa,llyfs? supervision, although the machine will not be
used for weighing. ' . .

Eve-ry railway journal is filled with the;news of the extermina-
tion, of steaaiio How delighted we were last 'weelr-'to see .a brand. new
boiler and firebox,- about Class 5 or Dl6/3'size, just Joeing assembled
right on our. doorstep in Claytons9 works'. Does steam,, like old sold-
iers, never die?

A.G-.M. 196? .'

The -A.G-.H. is to be held on Saturday, 25th February, 196?, at
2.50-p-in. in the Houldsworth School, University of—Leeds, .Clarendon
Hoad, Leeds, 2'- Items for the Agenda must be in the hands of the
Secretary by Saturday, 18th February.

The Committee is hoping to arrange an interesting evening for.
members and friends. .. We hope to have a buffet and Mr. T0 Eobinson
has again most kindly agreed to show us. some of his excellent films =
He says that he will show them for as long as'we care to watch ?em!
Details of venue, time and cost will be announced next month but DO
make a note in. your diary,, We hope that many of you will be able to
spend a pleasant evening with as. - . . . - . . •

Compulsory Purchase „ '' ' " - - - - . ,.

The Yorkshire "Post" for Monday*,.... 5'th December contained the announce-
ment of the Compulsory Purchase Order for property and land for the new
South East Motorway into Leeds, Amongst two whole columns, several



... .-.,,. . . . . . . . . , .
references to the railway were, found, in particular that -part south oj£.*<
Claytons' sports field - i.e.- 'the headsliunt o— --Mternati-y<e -lines, are . '\>.*
planned to replace this/ . Aiiuge- ? clover-leaf ?- connecting the 'Motorway ..
to the'"siirromidiiig area, is tor-be centred on the line to Whitakers i
Staithes: resulting, of' course, in the compulsory purchase of the ......
disused line to'-the stai th.es. -.Hie note rwa,y- will be elevated and run
.over -the line to'-Parkside and cutting the -Great Northern Iine0
Ohristnas present for .MoR0T,

Messrs, Cohen's of Stanningley, fron whon we purchased the Bag-
nail, have most generously offered us a delightful little engine.
Waned ?Lord Mayor*, it was built in 1893 by Hudswell Clarke of Leeds
for C0 Jo Wills & Son o It was used during its career iii the disnantling
of the Liverpool Overhead Hallway 0 In order to put the 'Lord Mayor ?
in working order, Ben Wade is busy removing the boiler- tub.es; ' to pay
f or :~tiie new '-tubes he is- organising a fund and literature about this
will be distributed Iater0 ^ _ . _ /̂  _ _ . . . , . _ . _ _ _ , , ____
falcef ield

Al though in snaller premises than last year, the exhibition proved
-to-be r. great success^ All the layouts, including our own, had been
built by., nai-ibers of the Wakef ield Eailwa.y Modellers Society0 The fact
tĥ ĝLt -jyaaJogld on Saturday and Sunday instead of the usual Friday and
Saturaay nade it nuch easier for us to transport and- nan the stand, The
layout is nost pleasing aiid proved to be* a great attr ction, ?G-ashol~
der Terrace9 ha-:s appeared and the next addition is- to be the footbridge,
Derek Pluiouer has no st̂  kindly and .expertly nade an illuninated stand
for displaying our ooloor.slide.-s and, incidentally, it provides exc-
ellent central.. he at ing for inenbers naniiing. the stand. •

with initiative-
.Noticed the envelope?^ One of o-ur nore distant rî nbers lia,s pur-

chased- for us 10,000 foolscap envelopes and organised the block naming
.and printing. The cost; was absolutely ninlnal-. The co'nnittee is -ex-
trenely .grateful for this valuable help in publicity and economy and
wishes to express its indebtedness „
Worthwhile reading _ _ __ ______ ____ _ ______ __ _ ̂^̂,,__̂±iilirzĵ.;::'::'" -.

Harrow gauge, Irish, Manx and English Railways - all these topics
are featured in the Leeds University Union Hallway Society Journal Mo,
11 just published, 35 pages, 1/4d post free fron M.-H.I. Secretary,
5j ITorth G-range Mount, Leeds, 60

.This edition of the Newsletter has been written by the Secretary.

ll/i.Y ŶE WISH YOU ALL';A VEHY J)/[EHEY OHHISTMA.S .....


