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: ?o mneh .Ff :?_ e Joccm?ﬂr when ? ?ungﬁy came i2to
e Xistenee, thet it seea yle:-to.review 1t briefly. We 'still 'do
not. owils & - sing vord of bt we have ope.ed aegotisticas for either

nse of

Mfiddleton Railway.
i1t is very anpponri £

~to that the Leeds Dulve?m;tr Reiiway Soclety

should teke the 1=ed in formins e Society to preserve a reilway which has
been going since 1708 a1d wes the first to make o commercirl success of st
steam lecomotives in 1812, "he- University Foc* 2ty is relstively Busll. in
nnabers, rad it is clesr +hat we must invite the collsboration of memnbers
of other reilway socioties and iundividusls, ;f woA TS tp tackle so large =
project successfully. Bven so, L, U, %, 8. forms the nuclaus of . the

orgenisetion, 248 hag providsed the ad¢ hoc Comnittee to bring the Society
into bheing,

The outstanding faeture of the carly stages of the Socicty to me
as acting Cheirman has heen the kindness and cooperatlon shown by 2lmost
every person and organisation with whom negotistions heve brought me
in contact. Tot everyone is likely to be wildly onthusiastic about a Lg
collcetion of railway canthusiasts inteant on restoring a derelict line,
however importaant nlutorlcally, but the response has b en most encour-
aging. Businessmen who might rcecasonably have politely shown me the way
out have offersed sympathy and encounragement; notionalised industries have
replied by returas of post; aand people with no interest in reailways have
wished us success, Puhlic reaction so far been favourable and the
idea of turning the IILR. into a workinsg masoum eppears to be accepted
as worthwhile, We have a vast anount 01 work bofore us. Qur needs
arc memhers, moaney aud manpower: nmembers to widen the base of the Soc=-
iety, noncy (as Subscriptioas aad Donations) to buy esseantial tools,
stock and materials, and manpower to turn our preseat ldacs into futurec
achicvements, In 6 wecks we have made & good beginning, May we keecp up
the pace until we have the M.R. intc the Railway Showp1 sce of Iceds,

My bost wishos to all members
R. ¥, Youell, Acting Chairman,

PL.OGRmER REPCRT

. I1 the of Dzcomhor 19809, tho LURS Coanittee felt that there
weg.n g “ the M., R. boing ir otrievebly split np ~.d that sone-
piic "ought the initi~tive ia. an ofPort to 0 the line going »8 &
monument to rt plryod by Docds in the develonms of Fmx railweys,
Tha obvious c0Llary wroe the ostablishmont soncwhe the line of a
Muascum where relics m24 docume -tg of the 202 wvosr old liae could re coll-
ectald #nd nresevved, tine, tre final cbandonment of Leeds
Tromways had roccutly spsrt from the posesibility of oune trem
going to » Leeds muscew he? 10 ppospect of orving & short piece
of tramwey 28 = working muscum oizce, Lends wes first British ecity
to ran trams with ove 3 of eurrcat, e wns therefore decided
thet part of our ~ffort should he devoted to scguiring some Loecds tramcars,

Quitec neturs1l ik has bheen o i tignﬁo 1he feosibility

1Y i [
of scquiring the . creaply, of rostoring it e:d runnign it
econonically, sad then tc comme..cc negotiatioas. 817 ¢.;n or org~aisation
pn the itine w's'prPOFChoG; 21l roceived cur schemesympsatieticlly,
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interested in r:oﬂ“xing the 1lfae or the.r own freffic, It 1. no% every
reilwey that hes a coel merchrat's ot one ead 224 r coal aiic #% the oth.p
but woe must 2ot be “oo optiaistic sbout the prospsct. s here ss Jritish
Reilwnys heve on operetiiy monopoly ot sroseat over the Collicry sect.on of
the line. ' ;

_“he section from Gt., Wi ron S+, to Jeck Loze is .ow cwasd vy the Ii. E,
Geg 3oard.who have_built ov'r panrt of the site. The bridge unear Jsck Lene
over tho iidlend Rly. is intact end carries grs maius ns well es the rails
whlch heve a0t becn pulledup. To the south, the end of the line beyond

Town 8t, Middleton, is .ow 2 housing cestete. foune of those parts apperr
CQpaola of restormtion, at le~st for » long tine, :
Setween Funslet Moor 24 Middleton Towa St., the spospects are much
brighter: the treck rcma'ns, though in poor reneir, from the iloor to P“”k—“
side Gt. Northern Juﬂc ion, 2.:d also ou the doudle lino braeh to theiid.

’

%gndchﬁﬂe o I T Froa Pe ”VSidﬁ to Middleton Pit has been reiaid

he Coal 2oard LOL »h91r ontgoling but there is esaple room

for en independant line, "he s&dlnwé at the fireclqy Works ru%ﬁxé&%@eon
frc disconnected from the mein line a,C in » bad state, The iiddleton
Fireclery Co. is i voluntery liguidstion and the works are for ssle. The

recezrkXy iuncline f.on the wo‘kq to Middletcuy Town St, had had the trrck

liftedrecently, hat the slecpers and 2 vintrge sensphore siginal remsiua, A

short section 2t the lower ond is owied my the Colliery for explosives stores
"here is ohviously plenty of scope for restorstio. on the line, limited

only by finenciel resourcos »nd aapower, m“e line of tre reilwsy is
hardly of sceaice be u+v but nveir slrg hoope aid guarriocs cen be disguised
or covered, ~né Mid o0 Perk is £ bere 10Cprces from the line.

Wz heve rcc31x7n good wishos for the success of tha scheme froa the
officcers of the N,C.0., who own Hiddletoa Pit, but mejor rccoustruction
there will mrke it difficult for them to give us much sctivoe holp. The
meny 2R officors whoa we have seen or written to heve nced very helpfnl
end most iatorcsted i our efforts, We might perticularly men-ion ir A,
Blower, Assistent to thoe Chief Civil En**qucr Leeds, Bi, who H'*s walked

gth= line with our Chattﬁa:, rad peported on the condition fo th permene nt
‘w“y rad works, -~ The lsttcr include souwe uiiiguc iroa level ¢ero Qng gates
Bdet:ing from 1801,

The Jueﬁg Ci Engineer hrs gives very carcfnl Coasideretion to our

se the llae, =ad the Toval Plenning. Com 'JJTO will be

shortly. :
S oK. of Messrs J, C, Xirk au S0 liguidators to the
ﬂiddﬂgvnn T Co., who owa the reiiwny, hes beeu Kiaduess itse If. He
lies bYeon co: zt?_i‘c firm for ¢ loug time ?‘d .8 himself very
interes*ed in reilwoys.

m;*ning to the treaway side af our scheme, we sckiowledgce the coop-
cration of Mejor J, W§ Robinson, of ?‘f@hllf“ s, serap acrchants, woo have
801d us threc Loeds trams at scrap price : traem to two of our
memhers privately. “he Geaeral Maneg Traasport hes

e
J

offerod us a set of antomrtic pol.at eiuipmomt, tvo girder- “*ucks 218 &
qef oP jocks for liftiag tram hodies, 2t scran priCﬂ.

"he advice of v, V., J. Matterface (foramer treanwoy works blgllocA,
L. C, ™.) now B, R, Tlee*tric ™raction Tigineor, Nowcasilo, has boecu
invaluﬁblc end he hes placecd his export k¢®“l:€3v at our \1utuqal

r, John Allcock, MA, Manesging Dircctor of Huaslet Tugine Co.,

sited ns, expressed his wkwxk wholchoesited support, aud z~vVe us a most
g01ﬁ“ouq pq -sonal dounetion to our funds,

the Acting Chflrmaa'
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