
mun
Journal of the Middleton Railway Preservation Society

No. I January I960

Tr/ith o :nenr:>ershig not conf ided to the University of Leeds, this
v o c i e t y den rl^* needs P news-'sIieSft to keep .aenbers iiifoiried of progress
ftgir] future Ac t i v i t i e s . - : p ile this fj..r.jst issue is, cf necessi ty , ?. bare
oU-'lirie of pup pro-gross in the first six wee^is of our existence, it is
tiooe'"1 t v >fr t fu ture issues wi.1,1 be ppid I r t o n complete record of the Society
•Act iv i t ies . It will be c i rcula ted to all pa id -up oie-iibers a,id to certain
ot^er interested )e

Message

So much h*s hno-e-'ed since December wSe» the ooeietv Cn;ne Into
e 3cistê e%, thr>t it spears 11119.9ssiUĵ a to revie^ it briefly. We still do
•iot ow i s single yr.rc. of trp.cfc, but we haa|§ p|e od. .le^otiatio ;>s for either
1I'- e p u *' c hr so or u so of the Hi d d le t o ;:i Rs i Iwa y *

It is very riopr?oprir to that tho Leeds University Kpi.^wcy Society
should tnre the lead in forrnxEig r Society to preserve e rrilwny which has
been going since 17e8 aid was the first to -nake r cornerci<"l success of et
steam locOuiot ir-os La 1813* r"he University Rociety j.s relatively suall in
nu;ibers, n-acl it is clo^r th«:t wo nust invito tho collabo?.-a.tion of uionbers
of otv»er railway socioties nnd iadivi duals, if won re tp ta.c3fcle so l^rge a
project successfully. -"Cvo^ so, L» U. \. foj'-ms the nucleus of the
organisation, P :d T^c provided tho r><3 hoc Co:.mnittee to bring the Society
into being.

The outstanding faeture of tho early stages of the Society to me
as acting Chairman has boon tho kindness and cooperation shown by almost
every parson and organisation with whom negotiations have brought me
in contact, ITot everyone is likely to be wildly enthusiastic about a
collection of 3°ailway enthusiasts intent on restoring a derelict line,
however important historically, but the response has boon most encour-
aging. Businessmen who might reasonably have politely shown me tho way
out have offered sympathy and encouragement; natlonaiisod industries have
replied by return of post; and people with no interest in railways have
wished us success. Public reaction so far been, favourable and the
idoa of turning tho II.E. into a working museum appears fro be accepted
as worthwhile. We have a vast amount of work before us. our needs
are members, money and manpowor: mombors to widen the baso of tho Soc-
iety, ..iionoy (as Subscriptions a.;id Donations) to buy essential tools,
stock and materials, and manpower to turn our present idaos into future
achievements. In 6 weeks wo have mado a good beginning. May we keep up
tho pace until we have the M.R. into tho Railway Showpiece of Leedsc

My best wiche~s to all niombors,
R. J\, Acting Chairman.
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!">. the aiddlo of Dpcoaber 1959, tho LURS Ooaui t tee folt tftHt there
Wo.3 ^ gro^': risk of tJ]o 1C. R. boing i; otBiovpblj/ snlit up -, . ;d that so:io~
p: e ought to tnko the initirtlvo ia pn ef for t to ko p the line going ^s p
tfionuoioot ': o the p^r t played by Lo,;ds in 'the deVGloprnont of ^2is railways.
Tho obvious corollary wrp ^v»;e estrbliBr;:nO'"it so. iow^cre on tho line of a
museum whore rolics n id docuaio - t s of the 303 ye-rr old li r3 could ^e coll-
o c ' e d r n f l gj^ese'rved. it tho s^,ne ti.:io, the f inal pbf).naonment of Loeds
r pr^mwpys b p d recoi ' t ly occir^red, p j d ^p - r t from tha possibility of oae tram
going to P Leeds :iiuseu.n? tbore wpa ;io c?r?ospoct of preserving a short piece
of t^Qiwpy ?s P working museum o ieco . Le ;ds wn s tho f i rs t Bri t ish city
to run trams wi th overhead p i c k u p of curre it f p.nfl it wr>s thorogoro decided
tha t oar t cf our offort vsr-ould ba devo ted to r e q u i r i n g so^ie Leods t rprncar^s .

Q,uite nrfturpllys our first tesk has been to investigate tho fe?sibility
of ^ c q u n r i u g the remains of t)>o MR c;"epoly5 of rostarivi^ it e.^.6. runuign it
ecouo'ai-plly , pur l then to comtno. co n.ep;otipti o:is. Eve ry i'ir-aj or org^ :iis- tion
on the .ine ^ r 'S r < p p r o ? c h o d ; rll roceivnd our sc/ ieinesyrap8tret j clly,



interested in r -Dopo iing tho liao :.:or pt$:r o^n t ra f f i c . It i. no>; every
railway that has a coal merchant 's at one end and r coal aiao at the othr.r,
but VTO mur;t rot bo "oo opt imis t ic about the prospect - s here PS British
Railways nave on opor^t i :;̂  monopoly at proseat ov-r the Colliery sect ion of
the line.

Ths section from G-t. Wi : on St, to Jack La,-e is ,.ow owned by the II. E.
GPS Board who have built- ov r onrt of tho site. The bridge .-ear Jack Lane
over tho Midland Rly. is in tac t and carries grs mains as well as the rails
which h^-ve not been pulloelup. To tho south, the end of the line beyond
Town St, Middleton, is j.ow a housing estate.. Uono of those enrts appear
capable of restoration, at le^st for * long t ine .

Between Hunslot Moor a.jd Mi del let on Town St . , the opospects are much
brighter: the track remains, though in poor reoair, from the Hoor to Park-"
side Gt. northern Junction, B/adl also o,) the double lino brach to thoMid-
lanrl line Pt Balni Rd« From Parksicle to Middlotoa Pit has boon reiaid >y
the Coal Toard for their outgoivi,?: coal, but t^ere is amnle room bosij^ip j t
for an independant line. The sidings at the fireclay "v/orks at Hioaj-oton
£ro disconnected from the main line a r in P bad state. The Middle ton
Fireclay Co. is ir voluntary l iquidat ion and the yrorks are for sale. The

rrjcsratiy incline fro;n the works to Middletcn Town St. has had the t rack
lif todrecont ly , but the s lo^pors r»nd a. v in t rgc semaphore sigi^al ronaiu. A
s^ort soc'v ion -t t^o lower o:id is ovr.-.ed ^y tho Colliery for explosives stores

nhore is obviously np"!.oi-rfcy pf scope for rostor^tio . on the li -TJO , limited
only by f i r ) r>nci ' ° l resourcos anr" ir-npo^er, m":.e Ij.ao of tvo railway is
hardly of sco-iic b o r u t y , but - - v c a slrg ho^ps P - - d . QUBrrios can bo disguised
o- covered, ^nr! Midcloto,) '.?prk is r ba--o l O C o r c o s f rom tho line.

Ws hpvo rocoivor i good ^ishos for tho success of tho schooio fr-o:n the
of f ice rs of the IT .C. ' l / , who own Midajwton P i t , but n ipjor roconstruction
there will nrko it d i f f i cu l t "or tbom to givo us auch acl ivo b o i p . The
oiany r^R off icers whoa ^- rG vavo so3.1 or wri t ten to hava noea very helpful
bnd most interested iu our effor ts . We ni^ht Dart icularly aion'"ion ':lr A.
Slower, Assi stp-it to tho Chief Civi l Engineer, Leods, B U , vrho has walked
th.3 lino T-Tith our C h a i r m a n , ^ r d roportod on the condi t ion .to tho porui^nont
w^y r :Q vorks. - T^o Ir'trccr include so,ao u.iiquo iron level crossing gates
dating f roa .1801.

Tho ,joeds Ci ty 'Hlr.girieor hr s given very caroful Cons ide ra t iOLi to our
proposals to restore the lire, ^nd tho To^rn Planning Oouiaittoo will be
giving i t s verdict shortly.

Mr M 0 T. Kondrick, of Liosr.rs J » C. Ki.rk an Sou, l iquidators to the
Middloton Firocl-v G O . , who Ov^ii tho ra i iw-y, hPB been k;r,,c;,.oss itsolf. He
h p 3 boon connected witji tho f i r m :'o; a loag ticao a -.d :.e hiasolf very
in to r G s4 o d in ?$ i 1 wa y s.

rnM"''niag to the tra .iway side of our sc^o:no, wo acicnowloagc tho coop-
ora t ion of Jfejjor J. W. Robinson, of ITi ichliff is, scrap .no reliant s, who havo
sold us throo Loetis trans at scrap o r i c o , and pap tram to two of our
oioiiibors Drivatoly. ^'he General Manager- o:: Loods City Transport has
of fered us a set of automatic point oquioniout , two girder trucks aud a
sot of 3r-cks for l if t ing- trnri bodies , at sera:; pr ice .

- rrrho advice- of j >. V. J. Mat torfaco ( fornor tramway worlcs oviginoor,
L. C . ?. ) a o w B ^ R. Electric r ' :racticu TC - j r / inoor , Fowcasilo, has boon
invaluable avid he has placed his export Ic,:.o-"loc1so at our disposal.

hr< John Allcock, 'MA, Manarri ig Director of Tlurslot -Cnginc Co. f
visi ted us, orprossod his K±^k wJiolohoarted suppor t , and s^ve us a. .nest
gonorous po'-sonpl coratior to our f u n d s .

; Heatings.

m-o Co.^iittoo .loots wookly at Spa T ^ocnosdays in tho Acting Chairman1 s
room. T-fork par t ies pss^dablo nt tbo u v :^ i r . r -n r s roon Saturdays r t 11. 30.
It is bopod feo ^rrango r full &oiiorr>l Mooting pf tho Society BOOH to eloct.
a fully ropv 'osootp.tivo Cjarriiiittqo to take o^or i:-oa tho ?r! hoc Commit too
which b-s Tir-apgod the Socio !"y so far . Uot: .vo o" t.'-'is will bo gi 'ven as f p r
in aovn \ce as oossible to nil ;ic-abors.

Subscriptions.

mhoco rroono ;:cunc per an u...i, Js. for aorbcrslo-18 P,,CJ s tudents,
^reasuror George Colos, Loods Uriivor'Siiy Uaioa. G^-.o:;al ix -qu i r ios and
docu.no'.ts etc. to '?otor Drm, Secretary, at /.eocs U:.iivo]:sity Union.


