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Since the last Newsletter the M.R.T. has received some very
disturbing news and unwelcome publicity regarding British Rail and
e "take-over" bid.

The following appeared in the Yorkshire Post on Tuesday May
11t ==
TAKE-OVER THREAT TO OLDEST RAILWAY,

A repported plan by British Railways to take over the world's
oldest railway line, the 207-year-ocld Middleton Railway in
Leeds, and to sell one of its own lines to make way . for a"
motorway, has angéred Dr., Fred Youell, chairman of the Middle-
ton Railwey Trust.
"™ I am appalled =t this," he told The Yorkshire Post. " As
Chairman 6f the Trust which runs the railway I have not been
consulted, I shall be extremely annoyed if there is any ett-
empt to get us off the line,"
Dr, You=1l, a Leeds University lecturer, said the first time
he suspected anythin was happening was =2bout -a month ago,
when he found Br%tlsh Reilwsys engineers ™ raking about the
line,"
"They said they had been instructed by someone at York to do
something »bout the three level croscings. But we are already
doing something about improving the crossings, I immediately
wrote two letters to the railways, one to Leeds -and one to
York, but I have not had the courtesy of = reply."
Dr. Youell wrs comm=nting on » report The Yorkshire Post re-~
ceived that British Railways were planning te take.over the
three~mile stretch of liné and use it for carrying coal from
Broom Colliery, Middleton. The coal is now moved via Beeston
to Hunslet Station. Coe
The report said British Railways plenned »~lso to .sell the
Beeston- Hunslet line for 1lsnd development ~nd for part of
the Sheffield- Leeds motorwry.
Questioned about this reported plan, » spokesman for British
Roilways' North- Eastern Regional hendquarters at York said
yesterday : "™ We =are unabls to sny rnything nt this stage."
It was Dr. Youell who, in 1960, led the successful fight to
seve the Middleton Railway when it was ecrmerked . For © the
: route of the motorwoy., He suggested that the line be usedfor
the colliary traffic =2nd that ths motorwry should be made on
the Beeston- Hunslet lins.
As = result, the Neationol Trust stepped in with a protective
covenant becwuse of the line's outstanding historic interest
Dr. Youell =dded. Two years earlier, he hrd formed ths Middl-
ton Reilwny Preservation Society to &ave the line vwhen = it
seemed certnin to end ss scrap metal,
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®ife hove spent much time nnd effort modernising the trerck" k IS
he said, “"We turned what wrs a scrnpheop into » roilway - °
linc, We opensd n new brrnch line to a2 Hunslet engineer-
ing works in 1963, to » firm which had never hnd » rail-
wey connection, Our reilway now cerries 10,000 tons of
goods = yesar and we arcearrying out a systemrtic relating
pregramme to bring it up to norm~l: steandards for hervy
tratfic,"”

Goods carried on the Middleton Rerilway consist of scrap
metal, steel ~nd engineering work bound for the Britieh
Rnilwsays mnrshnlling yords in Hunslet. The Diesel ~nd
sterm locomotives sre mrnned by the Trust,

M1 ~re voluntary workers. Meny are engineers studying st
Leeds University. "We probmbly hrve more engineers per
mile of track then most Rrilways," Dr. Yousll ~dded.

This record of service to n line which had been working

for helf » century before Stephenson's Stockton- Drrling-
ton line wrs opened, he says, entiltes the members to ton-
sultation if British Reilwrys heave ~ny plrns to use it.

" It seams incredible that, when we ~are ~lrerdy running
with Diesel powere ~nd having spent 2 vast number of man
hours improving the line, this could be going on behind

cur becks,®

A subsequent article appenred in the Yorkshire Post the next morning.

TRUST WILL STILL USE OLDEST LINE.
'NO DIFFERENGE' IF BRITISH RAILWAYS PLAN SUCCEEDS

The men who run the world's oldest rrilway-~ the 207 jear
0ld Middleton Rrilwry in Leeds- will still be ~llowed to
cp:r~te if the plan by British Reailwnys tc toke over the
line goes through,

Mr.3. Jones, director ~nd ccmp~ny secretrry of the firm
which owns the railwsy, Cloyton Son »nd Co, Ltd, struct-
ural engineers, Hunslet, told the Yorkshire Poste

"We own the whole roilwry,The propos~ls ~t this strge =re
thet the Sheffield- Leeds motorwny will, we understand,
use the present British Railwrys line which runs ncross

to Beesten. British Rerilwrys will use our line between
Middleton ~nd Brlm Ro~d, to tnake the conl from Middleton
Colliery. This hns been #greed in principle., At present
there is no suggestion thot the Middleton Rnilwny Trust
will cease to dn our work," (€layten's is ocne of  the
firms for which the Trust hnuls gonds traffic,)

He srid theat Dr., Fred Youesll, cherirman of the Trust, would
be brought into the discussicns lnter. Mt present, he
repeanted, the mrtter wns still -t the proposrl strge. He
rdded "™ It mry be thrt under the ~rrengem=snts British Rril-
w:ys would morinteoin the line.,"

The news wrg welcomed by Dr. Youesll, » lecturer ~t Leeds
University, but, he s~id, hs wns still dicrpprinted at
what he described as "™ unfrir trentment" in not being
consulted, "It seems thay wrnt to regnrd us »s the poor
relations, But if we ~re not going te be completely thrown
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’ - _“‘!%ut that is something gained, I suppose,"

A spokesman for Leeds Corporation Town Clerk's Depart-
ment said that "tentative arrangements"™ were being
worked out for British Railways to use the line, in
addition to the Middleton Railway Trust, who were lic=
ensed to run on the track. It woulld not affect the Trust's
use of the line, so far as he could gather,

The Yorkshire Post Industrial Correspondent in London
writesg := British Railways Board in London said 1last -
night it had no knowledge of a reported plan that it
intends to take over the Middleton Railwey and to sell
one of itg own lires to make way foe a motorway.

The first that the Committee heard was when the author of the
first article contacted Dr., Youell for his reesctions on Monday,
May 10th, His reaction was that of us all, despair ~ and indignat-
ion that this was how we were to be informéd., Several national
deilies telephoned for futther information, However the outcome of
three days of greet worry is that it appears that the original
story in the Yorkshiré Post is untrue and that the MRT shall cont-
inue to work the line, Neither British Reil nor Claytons will give
us any further insight into the position but stress that the prop-
osals are only tentative and that our traffic is not involved,
British Railways werg surprised that = representative 6f MRT had
not been present at the meeting with the City Engineer.

One more pleasant odutcome is that a Sunday Telegraph reporter
came on Friday May 14th, and photographed the line for a probable
article for the paper, .

In the seme edition of the Yorkshire Post ( May 11th ) there
appeared the following :=

SAVED FROM THE SCRAP-HEAP

A T4~ year-old steam locomotive hrg been seved from the
scrapheap by five Teesside enthusiasts who formed a trust
and borrowed £300 to preserve it,

The locomotive, the last of seven of the same type made
at Gatesheesd in 1891 and used in colliery work for the
last 30 yenrs, is going to the privntely owned Middleton
Railway at Leeds, ~fter it hasg beén repainted in its orig-
inal North Eastern Railway livery.

It has been worked by the Netional Coal Board who sold it
to the trust for the s»me price that » scrsp merchant
offered,

The five owners, Mr Ken Cockerill, of Billingham, Mr John
Boyes, of Billingham, Mr., P.W.B,Semmens, of Middlesbrough,
Mr. G Jnckson, of Dsrlington, and Mr. A Bowman, of Sedge-
field, are selling photographs to hehp pay off the mdney.
If they fail the locomotive might still become scrap.




The MRT Committee #re dellghted that the Steam Power Trust 65 hav: .
offered us this locomit@ive, It is hoped that the engine will arrive
nt Middleton soon. DPlerse could YOU help finrncinally ~nd help to
pay for its transport down to Leeds ~nd the cost of putting it into
working order, A donstion, no m~tter how smrll will be very grate-
fully received »nd p=ssed on to the wwners. Send either to the
Secrtesry, MRT, 5 Horth Grange Mount, Leeds 6 cr the Trersurer, MRT,
3 William Street, Hurstead, Rochdnle.

The Die §el

T Reprirs to the diesel are b-ing held up ns the Compressor has
not yet rrrived, Howevér the pninting is going shend snd the engine
is slowly turning blue,

The Nationsl Trust

Owing to the =l~rming wny in which the whole siturtion con-
cerning the future of the line hrd developed, the Neotionrl Trust
were informed, As nlwrys their renction wrs rnpid snd sympethetic.
Their N.E.Area represent~tive spent » wholes d~y with us snd inspect-
ed the line.

He wns fully informed nbout ~11 the worrying problems we have
hrd. One of them wns the very insfane level croszing put in by F.R.
Evens (leéds) Ltd, to the nsw Beza Roe 4, whére the contrrcters
simply knocked our wall down ~nd mrrched in. Anotherwns the well
known Moer Rord levefl crossing, where Cleyton Son =-nd Co Ltd, had
vetoed ~ny repiirs belng done by the Ministry cof Public Works under
their scheme for maint ining historic relics of public interest, the
renrson being that "the metorwry plen is not certinn yet", Mr Praud,
the N.T. Aren representntive wrs very rpprecirtive of ~11 the herd
wecrk done in repnirs 2nd new trnck lrnid. He expressed symp-thy with
the frct despite Clayton's hoving insisted that we complete the Mocr
End Branch as » mntter of grer~t urgency, the new line hnd hrrdly *
been used in 18 months,

A full rccount of th: events since we took over and the w-¥
in which we “ppenr to hnve been kept in the dark is being prep-red
for our N.,T. vigitor who hnag been mnde n»n Henofery Member so that he
hag full rights tc visit the line »t ~ny time .

We heard that the Nrtion»l Trust hed been rsked to take over
rrilway relics 1lik~s the Wensleydole route =nd the Causey Arch, but
joined them in n covi~t thnt to restore nnd maintein a rwi1Wﬂy or
even its site ~fter 1lifting me-nt eiether lnrge amounts o€ volunteers
or money or hcth, ( The Cnusey Arch buibt in 1727 is by ths way ~bout
» mile South of 1310's 0ld home nt Waterg-te.)

The Newsletter

Thig edition h~s been edited by Susern Yruell, Bue to University
ex~min~tions, G.C.E,, annur} holidsys nnd illnsss’ it has ilso been
typed by her with many ~peleogies for innccurscies,




