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Newsletter .g^.fee-Middlet.Qn.Rail^ay ;Trust;J r"; '-;>& .v^;;^ •• Numb&i:*:49 iFebrtiafv l-97Qy •

Safety at, £he - Colliery* It a&^yififni: that :pftenL1^^;f;s,haIi-.:hav^e an" Engineers Train *at the
Middlet'o^--:iE^rk. relaying while tjqie visitor's trains are running on the Main Line. For
safe working ijt-.i^t^.g^gJjti-al :th4t-. ttxei •''engineetfd train coiiaies *to\ •
site, and th^en jsen^s.,tljiei;fs^gl^e; tila^.;|[Q;ken;.;bd;ck 1bor'.ikh& '^^&^^^^^i^-'G^k^^^th'''^.:': -'l '''• '•• '• :

written ,sta-t eiiient .-thdt Hie; .is -•cxDiif i^f^i (to 'the/.Hew. ?Wo riks! ';aat? ea* .-a:iitir:is« 'de-a & <y£ *i&e ma'in
line No2"th of the P^vk^Q^t'^^t^^^s^g^- We c&aye cafes erv^d: that;. smaller ehildreii.-a-re at"
some itfi^k.ik.they:^ ^^ safety ba^/s; In -su'ch' o^seS' train '
crews are askejd to s-e e-i t at 4h-e v^r-y .\yojung; ?tiK.e.-eltheracar3:iied iilslde the van' or1 held-''' by-
parents jWel'l' clear of' the, , sides of the; e^feanice/pla^forirts* • • • ' . , - . •• • •• : i ; - :;- •' ' • :

Middletdn Broora Buildings > We are very disturbed to find so little response to our
•'urg;eli'fc .reque^t.lip.r (Active support in o.ur, ;pTfogirafooz^ to th'ei'Broom .
build:ing,s. ; -In. particular -Eil1.;B;arra.ciaugh.hasA:had^ frbtii '
members for caret^ke-rs and. nightw.atchraenvi,It.iss es'seritial that metabe^s1 come
forward for this work* We expect to be allowed to moVe in in March, and if We do
not put a guar.d and watchtnan on duty as; soo^aslithe Goal Board- inaove;b.ut/./.l6:eal' : . - . . . . - . . -
vandals^ could smash.the! . -p-iace. -up. within 'a week,, -Action- please ALJL MEMBERS,

Membership* ..John1 BusheUirep-Q.rts .tinei.mb.er ship. 245 :on--31 -Dec-. .19-69, including 89 ;:

new rnerab^rSa .By 26th; Jaii 19:7Q;i'6'2 subs.criptions--had. conae in., '-including 10'^new"' ; >:'--
raember-s. Ke..£p it-up;i W.eLarevstiill one: af =the sraetliest active Societies. New-members '•
are, JM.rs. Hilda Ba'rehain, • jdhti/and Ian of Bra^mhope, Mr'-Galtifers-and Mr Howard of :

Leeds 7, Mr Tate of Bingley, Mrs D Lee Heather and David of Leeds 12. 1969 member-
ship -cards will not. be. valid -far free ;traivel:on visitors trains froo^i .'February. onWa.rdvs^.!.-
Thpse renew-ed by 20th ;Jan* v.shd-uld: have received cards. If you require yo:ur card : -v

bef ore. the next publication, '..s.eiiiid pos%t; paid enve lope" :to the membe^-shjip Secretary;- v r ' f*
We draw urgent attention to the lack of response to our request for Deeds of Covenant- •
to be signed and sent with subscriptions* We are at a loss to know why members who
pay Income Tax at -standard ratle-'have .let us down :so* badly. Just sign the-; Deed and '
fill in your subscription amount per annum,"', date it f dr '.payment o-n c3'r after the date :
of the Deed, and we do the rest0 We can 'reclaim about 50% extra in tax rebate, We 1.
hate to bring, tip financial .-matters-.,; but the 'response, from -member's to the"1 Appeal Fund
is flagging* .At the .moment we^ ;have. £11:60 lu -the bank out of^yrGOO.- ' We; m\ist:not gd !

down .as, the. So c-i^ty. which failed to raise tti^ "moniey in tim£.;/:wtiyfefi;m&^
Societies haye succeeded with amounts per member highe'r fhan .oUrsv' Roll in the c^!sh,
please everybody,' - . - . .-•: :;•:. • .. • ' . . , : : - . . . .... - - . ; . .1 :

y Fund Raising* Dunstan Harrington started off the Round E.obin scheme last year, and
. the, response, was useful .though hardly raa;ssivev: John-Caiir'as ^no'w'bac'k-ing^thrs-'uf) iwith i
i a Fund R ais ̂ ing. ̂ Scherne d^etaiis -pf which vwill go:out to ̂1:1 members. WitH;-aiay '^-uch ' r i

4 regular ̂ contribution .ALWA.YS ^ign a Deed of Covenant 't6-firtcrease-the vaiue; of the gift1.' -
Chri,s M^tc^lfe aste for trading ̂ stamps &xcoup6:hs ^6f all kinds to help rais @-: funds. - / - " • • -
Clean used newspapers, notepaper, :a?id duplicating pape.r .can fee sold to f aiis-'e :mone'ly if '
sent to the chairman. ;^ ) < : r i > : . ' . . . ; - :

Visits. In order to "deal, with the Iricreasing •niimbei'-.of s-ci^ooi vis-itsy '-and> enquiries from-
national railway bodies, a s-u'ggestio^'fro^^ /ha.s'.beeia-fbllowed upvb.y-©-Ml . - '
Barraclough and the Chairman with a/ leaflet :for guidan££ of visiting pa'fties of large
or unusuajl typ^,$. /Tl^is 'p^^an^--:that instead .of.^. mainiraoth special arran'^^raent.W.lfa^. ......
the Merseyside visit we have a standard method:foar afll. Copies will be :circulafced.' - • • ' - • " • 1



Sentinel Progress.. The Sentinel fault has- b.een-_traced to Darlington who had replace
the Sentinel hardened steel gear with. a.: mild ,steel .equivalent. 'The -Sentinel gears were
in good shape, but the grinding noise which brought 54 to a standstill was the ~ eth
comings off the. substitute rwh.ich ups^t the valy;e;. _8^a3r :a#4.:^ot^F-J^SRB e^.?§^?t
rairsackittg^TO for tHe'Tast remaining repiacement/ Andrew
MacKenna. and Co;. S.QOII had the;bit^tpg.^£Jbp^

Publications ^ Tiro.eke.ep.ihg. . Afte ij s o m e ̂ \, sj> e aking ; in .;c ̂ tain p lac .e s ; we • 'can, now
look forw^d.ta fiAtur^.. public a.tio-n.s .being p^.'.on tix^e.,.::.^ranrsat: of .the Addressogxaph tb;
WeetQ^L..rey.ea;l.ed defects:. that needed. a .messy-((o-yerhaul; tand the ̂ pr^^sent p^g.eiWas-held/.*
by a rp.̂ . jo r. overhaul , of our. ̂ p^esj^tner^m^cjiil^iev. Th.e-in.e;vritable{pap:e;r wo.rfe at the end of
the. yep. r didzit$..helpj our Membership Secjp^t.aryI;spenlding: several-days making -the o ': / , -
inevitable accurate. The-. .^Id-Run, is-.havi^.g' better -reproductions, of thenUlustration-sy-. - •
and a change to new standard sizje.pap,e.:y Vfjijil gwe; 16,pages of ;text: 7 V^V^X:?^
advertisements on 4 extra pages between "fe^t and cover.

, . . , - . - . - .. . ... . .. . . ..... ..... . . .

Wagons;' We: ar.e sor^y.tQ annp^upce, that..Ga.rriage and ;W;agQn Superinteii.d^rit Pete;r :Barry
has had a heart attack, .happily not:per;ragtnent. ..Malcolm Phillips, is backing; ihijn; up. ;ahd
Z trains forrinter^l. traffic of 2 fl^J (wagons. p.nd,(a. bolster are .w-ell on-thie-way, ; } ,

Ancient. Mid.dleton. . Evidence -hp.s been, forthcoming that the; coal working of the Leighr -
(Legh) family^ was/ ̂  left their -nanae in Middleton/
as the Region hLigones,n gave the modefe name L/ingwelL The Norman name was
Mildeone..ori.JyIil.d,entorf^, t|ie-.lap.d.and manorial rights being fre-ld by de Lacy. of Pontefr-
act. The eariies.two,fk.ings.-ofrcoai^^ back to :Willia^in:'Gxarnmery -iq, 1ZOZ, : his. • - . ' . . «
arguirLent;'^.ith-Ad^m iii -a duel: in lZ09 f ^ After -Gramme^y^ . John of -
Gaunt and Siraon of Poutef^act.have been .r9cord.ed.a<s Coal-:Owners belore the Leighs.

Industrial Action. On ..9..th December ..17;8 6 Richard Humble-made-a- complaint about the -.-
colliers Haying,11 without any reasonably .excuse refused to: wqrlc the-Colliery unless an
advanc.9.be ipq.ade on their.vyg.-ges1;1 .which.at Z/6 to 3t/-..a ;d;ay«for aja. 8;hour .day were said:

to,be above-.average. -; < . . . . . . '. • • - . . ' • - , . .• • . . • * -. • . - • • •!i ' • • ; . ' / ' ' : T . . - • : .-c^' ' . : . - . • • • ' • • . ' » . • • • ' - . . - . - > . . • . • • . - • • . •

In l8^Z John\Blei-ijciiis9pt is.aid^the.Golliers. had houses and gardens, ajid.rcoal for Z.0-/-'.a ; -
year ^nd all rates .paid, equiyat^nt to 4-J- a:week.r,.; . - ; . . . . . . . . • ' - . . : . . . ; • : ' :

The atmosphere, at Middleton miist :h^ye. improved, as in a strike of ; 1844 Middleton wafe
abbut'^foe,only rninev,at^c3.^k in ^iae,a^<ea,. iley.-R ^-Brandling was -so pleased that-he s ' i • > , '
vi^it^d'Middlet.on^^.llth Noverqber a-nd;;gave jiis: empl.oyee$/"'dinn.er and tea for-their ;. ." .
wives a^d./a^pyesent pf 2/6. ^ac.h. He w^s, presented with a silver cup as a roa-rkof •••-.-
esteem, R H Brandling gaye'the Church Commission the land on which the Parish ;
Church wa.s built, and the Colliers gave £100 towards the building with "more if needed11,

Perhaps we :shquld.not be. too .disturbed at the-.changes of spelling:;t~ Legh. and-Leigh -^
after a.1.1 waggpn, instead, of <wago;niapd>H^rr:QWgate- instead of Harrogaterlast^d ;a -long'
time* .Tl^e 195.8. Bicentenary..publicatior).s. have been a., useful backgroundifoi':our.histo'r-

Ucal wovrk.j but,.w^ cq.n fiow.fill;-in, js.oiiije.pfy.t&ev.-gaLps.-..-WQ have a :goo-d story tb! tell-1-—it -
shoxxld be cqir^let.e and.Accurate-... ; /. , , . '* : r .^---- . : i - . } - , • ; • ' I ' - . ' . . ' : ; •: - \-^ "*•• •• ' , • ^ - . . . - • • • - • ' • . • .' '

North Eastern Area members have been invited by Durham University Illy. Soc. to
meetings, in, ro.Qm .IZp^.^conqmies; Dept Old-lSlyet-.at .?Q*>15;'Jktr^i;Feb Z6 North Wales - . •
Steam, J/tarch 6 ..J8.uarai...B.,^ilways, .May 7; Presidential jA-ddress... , - : , . ' . - - . . " • • ' • ' {"

. - - • ' • ':, • . - ' . ; . :•: - . . . . . i j : •'.' 'i - ' . -. • .: " "i •: -\? ' ; - - :': • ' i ' , . . ' . • ^ .. : " ; f •-." ' ' :\-- : ' ' ' * ' . '^"•":

STOP PRESS. IQth .Anniy.ersa.ry Qpromemoratiye ..Caviers ta.nd special'Railway-: Stamps-
. ; . ., -• ••:*•-:•.*



NEW3 OF AN OLD FRIEND, Long service members will remember Mr. Herbert
Gar side, in charge of Dartmouth until he retired in 1961 to take o.ver a public house
in Lincolnshire. Now he has returned to his home at Tingley aged71. Not only
was he a first class engineer, but also helped us in our early months at a time when
We needed it. We were delighted to find his daughter Mrs Townley a.t Leeds City
Passenger Enquiries, where she is now handing out Middletori Timetables and
telling visitors which 'bus to take to reach usl •

LAST TRAIN ON-THE MIDLAND SKIPTON - COLNE BRANCH. Please .contact
Mr. Bushell at 12 Trelawn Crescent Leeds 6 for tickets on this farewell train.
Leeds City meet 8. ZO at barrier. Train departs 8. 30, Bradford Exchang!d 9. OZ via
Copy Pit and Preston to Lytham, ,visit Motive Power Museum of steam-locomotives,
Blackpool Corporation Transport tram works, Blundell Street, depart Blackpool
North. 18. 15, Preston, P^ose Grove, Colne,. and the LAST TRAIN over the line to
Skipton arrive Bradford Zl. i£t| Leeds 21.43. .Special fare excellent value, all
Inclusive, 30/- children under 16, 18/-. Full fare, or 10/- deposit please as
'.'soon as. possible* . . . •

WELCOME TO: NEW'MEMBERS, Mr. :HJtchin.. Rev. J. A. Heap, Mr, Leeson, Mr.
Walker, Mr Worth, '-'Mr Millar, Mr Wo6dTand Mr Fosdick, all of Leeds 10-, are
welcome^ ,as new merp.bers, also Master D Lcnsdale-.of Weeton, Otjiey, M*. Hyde
of Blackburn, Mr A R'Thompson of Blackburn , Mr."N-; Thompson, of Newcastle
upon Tyne, Mr. Barrett Leeds 8, Mr Harrison Leeds 16, Mr Warner, Ilford, Essex,
'Mr'Howlett Stratford, Essex, and St Michael1 s Church of England School, some
of f these ,ha.ve become acti,ve from the time of enrolment: many thanks!

ECONOMY. Ill view of the need for economy, members are asked not-.toi-use hfeaded
notepaper and printed envelopes for notes of a purely internal character - we 'still
have to t recover-from the slump in goods traffic for 6 months .in 1^69.

ATTENTION PLEASE, G. M.E.Jim Lodge wishes to remind members that loco-
motives..are not maintained by waving magic wands at them* Please support'him
in'his work,- and get in touch with him at 8 Hayleigh Mount Leeds. 13 is you want to
join in. No locos in working order means no income! Jim also asks all xri'enibefs to
CARRY THEIR MEMBERSHIP CARDS in Dartmouth Works yard. Petty theft has
become -so. alarming that members without evidence of their status could be taken
for offenders by Factory Guards. Also to avoid confusion over which wood is
scrap/ .do NOT use any wood from the Dartmouth pile without approval from our
C M E , ;T. raf fie1 Staff,' of Works Foreman. Joe Lee has found a large consignment
of ' free wood for lighting up, and asks volunteers to see him about loadingr-up '-the .
lorry from Easy Street .to .our depot, •' ••<- . ' ' • • • •

PROGRESS ;AT MIDDLETQN.Lon.e negotiations with the N C B reveal -that, iwing to
heavy Government pressure they cannot afford to be generous to us. We ourselves .
will have to carry out the. conversion of the interior of buildings. We are likely to
have full access to the* property on Z8th February when the N C B move out. Mean-
while it is essential to k^ep an eye. .m the property, and until the demolition-.of-'pit '
equipment is complete we have been asked to supply a- night watchman.. Volunteers
please to occupy a furnished room- please Notify Mr. Bafraclough at once.,=He, with
John Sugder^ have'finished the survey-of the buildings and also pegg^d^QUt1^^^
layout up to the buildings. Mr. John Carr (who will be remembered*for the out-
standingly good exhibitipn display .jointly' with' Mervyn Leah at the Midland Bank HQ)
is now taking; an active^part in aur work. Any ideas for display at-the Broom
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Buildings when we move in, and help in preparing the display, should go to him. As
we shall be paying rent for the buildings, it is essential that revenue from sales
(encouraged by an attractive display to the public) should start as soon as possible. *
Having covered accomodation where we can.;work without; getting K'aijyone^'elseTs"
way will be a great step forward/ Properly organised, this is likely to. put,us on
the map in a way not hitherto possible. More sales, more passengers," more "

• members are likely.' Help is needed for boarding'up windows to prevent-vandalism
We have now has 14 months since the N C B agreement with enforced inactivity on
the buildings. Now we must make it absolutely clear that this project demands the
full attention and hard work of every member within reach.
For members ready to help, the people to contact are:-.
Surveying and Planning, boarding up windows/ 'night caretakerslii residence
Messrs Barraclough and Sugden", Railway Society, Leeds University Union 'Leeds 2
and Jim Lodge 8 Hayleigh Mount Leeds 13. Display and Exhibition John Carr
2 Hollm Drive Leeds 16, Sales John Edwards 11 Drummond Court Leeds 16 '
Catering Planning, Joe Lee 27 Kellett Crescent Leeds 12 and Mrs Hebden 10 'Ling-
well Avenue-Leeds 10. We know this asks a lot for a moderately sized Society, but
it is essential to press ahead with spee'd and determination on all fronts.

We must also remind members that there is still an urgent need for hard cash. 'The
cost to us of buying the rest of the Middleton line has still to be raised, and the
amount is far from being the largest preservation appeal in the -country;' The blunt-
fact is that if we cannot pay up when the N C B ask for the money, we shall get
neither the railway nor the depot and museum! Our excellent prospects of expan-
sion and wider recognition will Vanish.' Hands in your pockets everyone- if you
can't give, then loan what you can afford. 1969 saw the final dismantling of the
pit head gear and the last bucket of concrete, go ing into the shaft, ending over 4
centuries of mining. Let us help the new era to get a good send offl

RELICS OF THE PAST. We have salvaged from the Colliery a large scale rnap giving
the track layout and buildings before the close-down. We have also obtained a brass
plate (now poli-shed) originally advertising "Middleton Estates and Colliery Co Ltd
Registered Office" and "Please Walk In", but now with "Registered" changed to

Leeds . We have also salvaged the metal stencil plates 'dating froin the times
when Coal Wagons still had Private Owner status. Not only Middleton wagons but .
much other material, must have had the name painted on with these plates. One '
stencil Breads "Middleton Estate and Colliery Co. Ltd. " the other reads "Gardens
Hunslet". Some research with the very helpful/Secretary of Samuel Denisons
indicates that this was probably their siding, which dates from 1920 and was
abandoned over 10 years ago. "Gardens" seems to 'refer to the Allotments which
immediately face the Denison's siding.

Demolition work in the Meadow Lane area a very old building has now been exposed
and it appears to be our "original terminal building, or at least at the riaht place
for the terminus. The line was cut back from Casson Close to Great Wilson Street
early-on when the latter read was built, but the site of the remaining-bTlildinp~is
just tight for Casson Close, and it certainly looks so old that it would fall down '
m a.high wind. Fortunately we have photographed it for record purposes but go
and see it before it is threatened with demolition. '

POST SCRIPT-. Mr-Edwards asks the Editor to tell readers that the Belle Isle "
Public Library Middleton display is for 6 weeks in the care of Miss Sklodowska
Librarian,' - • '

DON'T FORGET, to book early for the last Skipton-Colne train on:31st January^


