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Safetv at; the. Collrerv. It is evldent that often Wecshall have an Englneefrs Train-at the
Middleton Raxk. relaying while the v151tors trains are running on the Main Line. For
safe working it.is..essential ‘that- the lengineerd traim comies to a‘_s;cand_onﬂthe,warkmg
site, and then sends.the, csingle: line token. ‘back toithé ¥isitors Train crew 'with a:-¢ " '~
written statement-that: he is .confi. red ito the ‘new worksiarea atidris clear of the main
line North of the Park. Gates orossing, We: Have observed that. smaller: ch1ldren are at
some rxisk if they. cannot reach above the- Guardls vah safety bars: In.such’ cases train
crews are asked to see that.the very:young are. eithéricarried mside the van’ or' held by E
© parents ;well clear of the sides of the entranides pla.tforms‘ » Dot
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Middletdn Broom Bulldlngs We are very dlsturbed to flnd so httle response to our
urgent request for:active support in our prograinme:for-the move-in to the Broom
buildings,: - In particular Bill-Barraclough haschad:NQ RESPONSE - WHA‘TEVER from ’
members for caretakers and nhightwatchmen:. It is essential that members’ come
forward for this work, We expect to be allowed to move in in March and 1f we do
not put a guard and watchman on duty as soonrasithe Coal Board move'aut;. 1oca1
vandals. could smash: the place up Wlthln ‘a week.:Action. please ALL MEMBERS

I\/Iembershm. John Bushell reports membershxp 245 on: 31 Dec. 1969 1nclud1ng 89
new members. By 26th, Jan 1970:162 subscriptions-had.come in, mcludmg 10 new "* ¢ -
members. ‘Keep it-up! We are’still one of the smdllest active Societies, New niembers’
are Mrs Hilda Bareham,. Johtiand Ian of Bramhope, Mr:Caltiers and Mr Howard of
Leeds 7, Mr Tate of Bingley, Mrs D Lee Heather and David of Leeds 12. 1969 member-
ship: cards will not be. valid -for free:travelion visitors trains frorn February onWards. S
Those renewed by 20th: Jan. «should have received cards. If you require your card & =
before the next publication, 'send post paid envelope to the membership Secretary.:

We draw urgent attention to the lack of response to our request for Deeds of Covenant:
to be signed and sent with subscriptions. We are at a loss to know why members who
pay Income Tax at standard rate-have.let us down so badly.. Just sign the!Deed and

fill in your subscription amount per annum," date it for payment on or after the date

of the Deed, and we do the rest. We can reclaim about 50% extra in tax rebate, We L.
hate to bring.up financial thatters, but the response.from members to the' Appeal Fund
is flagging. ,At the moment we have £1160 in the bank out of £4000.:We must'not go - -
down as, the. Soc;Lety which failed to raise the money in timé,’ when: many other Railway
Socnetles have succeeded with amounts per member hlgher ‘t:‘han outs,” Roll ln the casgh,
please everybody. : o L o -

\Fund Ralsmg. Dunstan Harrlngton started off the Round Robln scheme last year, and
the response was useful thqugh hardly massive.* John. Caif is 'now" backmg this up 'with
i a Fund Raising, Scheme details of Whlch‘vvlll go- ou‘t to ali members. Wlth any guch - -
! regular contributipn ALWAYS gign a Deed of Covenant to dncrease the valué of the glft.'-~»
- Chris Metcalfe asks for trading stamps &.coupoéns of all kinds to help raise’funds. .=~
Clean used newspapers, notepapex’ and duphcatmg paper can be sold to raise: money lf K
- sent to the chairman. 'rj oo
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Visits. In order to deal Wlth the 1ncreasmg number of school v151ts -and: enquiries from-
national railway bodies, a suggestion:fromt Fos Lee has Been followed up\by Britl
Barraclough and the Chalrman with a leaflet for guldanCe of visiting parties of large
or unusual types. Thls means that instead of-a mammoth special arrangement as. for
the Merseysuie visit we have a standard method for all. Copies will be ‘circulated.’
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Sentinel Progress. The Sentinel fault has been traced to Darlington Who had replaced~gy
the Sentinel hardened steel gear Wl‘th a mild . steel equivalent. ‘The Sentinel gears were
in good shape, but the grinding noise which brought 54 to a standstill was the . eth
coming off the substitute which upset the valve gear and rotazy pump eggentricy After
ransacking” “Thomias Hills 4t Rotherham for the last : remaining replacement Andrew
MacKenna and Co.. soon had the bits togethger and,; Nos: 54: steamlng a,nd on trlal

- i
o et

‘ wpileiy gy D Lo et
Publlcatlons u Tlme,keepmg After some blunt speakmg in certaln places we can. now

,,,,,

.......

lnevrtable accurate The Dld Run ;Ls havlng better reproductlons of thedllustrations
~and a change to new standard size paper will give l6.pages of .text 71/ x 93\ withsall -
~advertisements on 4 extra pages between text and cover,
Wagons We are sorry to announce that Carrlage and Wagon Superlntendent Peter Barry
has had, a heart attaok happlly ‘not. permanent Malcolm Phillips is backing: him up.:and
2 trains for 1nterna1 tra,fflc each of 2 flatswagons.and:a bolster are well on-the- Way

Ancient. Mlddleton Emdence has been forthcommg that the coal Workmg of the Lelgh
(Legh) famlly was, not the, fll‘St at Mlddleton The: Romans left their name in Middleton -
as the Legion’ “ngones” gave ‘the modern name Llngwell The Norman name was
Mildegne ox, Mildentone, the.land and manorial rights being held by de Lacy of Pontefr~
act. The earllest Workl,ngs of coal now goes ‘back to Wllllam Grammery in-1202,. his .-

Gaunt and Slrnon of Pontefract have been recorded as Coal Owners before the Lelghs

Industnal Actlcm On 9th December 1786 Rlc,hard Humble made a complamt about the
coillers havlng ”wrth,out any reasonable excuse refused to: ‘wqrk the colliery unless an -
advance be made on thelr Wages“ Wthh at.2/6 to 3/— a day for an 8 hour day were sald
to,be above average Lt A e e ; v_ : ‘

)

In 1822 John Blenkmsop sald the Colllers had house_-. and gardens and coal for ZO/— a
year and all rate,s paJ,d equlvalent to 4:/-.a:week., R . . Pt

The atmosphere at Mlddleton must have meroved as m a strlke of 1844 l\/hddleton Was
aBout ‘the, only mine at work m the area. Rev. R K Brandlmg was~-so pleased that he
VlSlted Mlddleton on 1lth November and;.,gave his employeesidinner and tea for:-their:.
wives and a present of 2/6 each. He was. presented with a silver cup as a mark of
esteem, R 'H Brandling gave ‘the Church Commission the land on which the Parish - -
Church was built, and the Colllers gave £lOO towards the buxldmg wrth ”more 1f needed”

Perhaps We should not be too dlsturbed at the changes of spellmg == Legh and Lelgh i
after all Waggon, mstead of ‘wagon and Harrowgate instead of Harrogate:.lastéd'a long
time, The 1958 Blcentenary publxcatlons have been a useful backgroundfor:cur histor- .
ical Work but, we can-now-filk.in some. of the gaps. ,We have a good story to! teIl - 11:
_ should be complete and. agccurate. . oo il e o T e
North Fastern Areamembers have been invited by Durham University Rly. Soc. to
‘meetings in room 120, Fcongmics, Dept Old Hlvet-at 20,15 hrs.'Feb 26 North Wales
Steam, March 5. Rural Rallways May 7. Presxdentxal Address . :

‘‘‘‘‘‘

STOP. PRESS lOth Annlyersary Com.memoratlve Covers and spec1a1 Pa,tlvvay Stamps
favourably recelved by G.P.O, Details: in & laterNewsletter. .- . . .. :
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NEWS OF AN OLD FRIEND. Long service members will remember Mr. Herbert
Garside, in charge of Dartmouth until he retired in 1961 to take over a public house
in Lincolnshire. Now he has returned to his home at Tingley aged.71. Not only

was he a first class engineer, but also helped us in our early month_s at a time when
we needed it. We were delighted to find his daughter Mrs Townley at Leeds City
Passenger Enquiries, where she is now handing out Middleton Tlmetables and

- telling visitors WhJ.Ch 'bus to take to reach us!

LAST TRAI\I ON THE MIDLAND SKIPTON - COLNF‘ BRANCH. Please contact

Mr. Bushell at 12 Trelawn Crescent Leeds 6 for tickets on this farewell train.
Leeds City meet 8. 2.0 at barrier, Train departs 8. 30, Bradford Exchangé 9.02 via
Copy Pit and Preston to Lytham, .visit Motive Power ‘Museum of steam: locomotives,
Blackpoal Corporation Transport tram Wdrks Blundell Street, depaxt Blackpool
North 18. 15, Preston, Rose Grove, Cf‘lne'?, and the LAST TRAIN over the line to
Skipton arrive Bradfsrd 21. 1%, Leeds 21,43. Special fare excellent value, all
inclusive 30/- childzen under 16, 18/-. Full fare, or 10/- deposit please as

‘500N as, possible. : o

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS. Mr. Hitchin, Rev. J.A.Heap, Mr. Leeson, Mr.
- Walker, Mr Worth,'Mr Millar, Mr WJOd and Mr Fosdick, all of Leeds 10, are
welcomed .as new members also Maste? D Lensdale:of Weeton, Otley, Mr Hyde
of Blackburn, Mr A R Thompson of Blackburn , Mzr. N, Thompscn of Newcastle
upon Tyne, Mr Barrétt Leeds 8, Mr Hazrison Leeds 16, Mr Warner, Ilford, Essex,
‘Mr Howlett Stratford, Essex, and St Michael's Church of England School; some
ofvthese have become actlgfe frt)m the time of enrolment: many thanks!

ECONOMY. It view of the need for economy, members are asked not to-use headed
notepaper and printed envelopes for notes of a purely internal character - we still
have te\recover’from ‘the slump in goods traffic for 6 months in 1969.

- "ATTENTION PLEASE,C.M.E.Jim Lodge wishes to remmd members that loco-
motives are not maintained by waving magic wands at them. Please support him
in’ h1s Work and get in touch with him at 8 Hayleigh Mcunt Leeds 13 is you want to
join in. No locos in working order means no income! Jim also asks all members to
CARRY THEIR MEMBERSHIP CARDS in Dartmouth Works yard. Petty theft has
become so alarming that members without evidence of their status could be taken
for "ffenders by Factory Guards. Also to avoid confusion sver which wood is
scrap, do NOT use any WuOd from the Dartmouth pile without approval from our
CME, Trafflc Staff, nr Works Foreman. Joe Lec has found a large con51gnment
of free wood for lighting up, and asks volunteers t> see him about loadln;zv up the
lorry from Easy otreet to our depﬂt e

\OGRESS AT MIDDLETON Long negotiations with the N C B reveal that Swing to
heavy Government pressure they cannot afford to be generous tc us. We ourselves . .
will have to carry ocut the conversion 5f the interior of buildings. We are likely to
have full access to the property on 28th February when the N C B move out. Mean-
while it is essential to kéep an eye >n the property, and until the demolition. of. pit
equipment is complete we have been asked to supply a night watchman. Volunteers
please to occupy a furnished room please hotify Mr. Barraclaugh at once.. He, Wlth_
John Sugden, have flnlshed the survey of the buildings and also pegged.:outithe. track
layout up to the buildings. Mr. Jchn Carr (who will be remembered f3r ‘the out-
standingly good exhibition display jointly with' Mervyn Leah at the Midland Bank HQ)

is now taking an active part in wur work., Any ideas for display at-the Broorr/?{
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Buildings when we move in, and help in preparing the display, should go to him. As
we shall be paying rent for the buildings, it is essential that revenue from sales
(encouraged by an attractive display to the public) should start as soon as _possible.
Having covered accomodation where we can work without gétting in ‘anyone elsels
way will be a great step forward,’ Properly organxsed thls is likely to put us on
the map in a way not hitherto possible. More sales more passengers, more -
“mémbers are likely.” Help is needed for boardmg up windows to prevent vandalism.
We have now has 14 months since the N C' B agreemen’c with enforced 1nact1v1ty on
the buildings. Now we must make it absolutely clear that this prOJect demands the . . =
full attention and hard work of every member within reach.

For members ready to help, the people to contact are:-.

Surveying and Planning, boarding up windows, nlght caretakers in re51dence,
Messrs Barraclough and Sug gden, Railway Society, Leeds University Union, Leeds 2.
and Jim Lodge 8 Hayleigh Mount Leeds 13. Display and Exhibition John Carr

2 Hollin Drive Leeds 16, Sales John Edwards 11 Drummond Court Leeds 16,

Catering Planning, Joe Lee 27 Kellett Crescent Leeds 12 and Mrs Hebden lO ‘Ling-
well Avenue Leeds 10, We know this asks a lot for a moderately sized Society, . but

it is essential to press ahead with speed and determlnatmn on ]l fronts.

We must also remind members that there is still an urgent need for hard cash. The
cost to us of buying the rest of the Middleton line has still to be raised, and the
amount is far from being the largest preservanon appeal in the country. ThHé blunt
fact is that if we cannot pay up when the N C B’ ask for the money, we shall get
neither the railway nor the depot and museum. Our excellent prospects of expan-
sion and wider recognition will vanish. Hands in your pockets everyone; if you
can't give, then loan what you can afford. 1969 saw the final dismantling of the.

pit head gear and the last E)ucket of concrete going into the shaft, ending over 4
centuries of mining. Let us help the new era to get a good send off'

RELICS OF THE PAST.We have salvaged from the Colhery a large scale map giving
the track layout and buildings before the close-down. We have also obtamed a brass
plate (now polished) originally advertising '"Middleton Estates and Colliery Co. Litd.
Registered Office' and "Please Walk In'', but now with ""Registered'’ changed to
"Leeds". We have also salvaged the metal stencil plates dating from the times
when Coal Wagons still had Private Owner status. Not only Middleton wagons, but..
much other material, must have had the name pamted on with these plates. One
stencil reads ”MldrTleton Estate and Colliery Co. Ltd.'' the other reads "Gardens
Hunslet'", Sbrhe research with the very helpful Secretary of Samuel Denisons
indicates that this was probably their siding, which dates from 1920 and was
abandoned over 10 years ago. '"Gardens' seems to refer to the Allotments which.
immediately face the Denison's siding. '

Demolition work in the Meadow Lane area a very old building has now been exposed
and it appears to be our original terminal building, or at least at the right place
for the terminus. The line was cut back from Casson Close to Great Wilson Street
early on when the latter rcad was built, but the site of the remaining building is
just right for Casson Close, and it certamly looks so old that it would fall down .
in a-high wind. Fortunately we have photographed it for recard purposes, but go
and see it before it is threatened with demolition. .

POST SCRIPT. Mxr Edwards asks the Editor to tell reaaers that the Belle Isle
Public Library Middleton dlsplay is for 6 weeks in the care of Miss Sklodowska,
Librarian,:

DON'T FORGET, tc book early for the last Sklpton—Coln'e train o;n:3lst Janueryi..




