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The Journal v

Vfe fait optimistic in running off 60 copies of the first issue of
this Journal. Vte are happy to tell our members that to meet the needs of
members, intending; members, and friends of the Society, a total of 100
had to be run off eventually* The first printing of this issue IB 110.

After this issue, the Editorship will paas into the capable hands
of Mr, Brian Ashurst, who has produced a Journal of very high quality
for the Lo;'ds University Hallway Society and is well qualified to take
ever the reins for H«R*P.D. Hr. Ashurst and Mr* "i/ornfold were jointly
responsible for the blocl: of the original Middleton Locomotive which heads
the Journal* \fe have a similar but larger block which, it is hoped, will
feature in a liiclclleton Christinas Card later this year*

In each month's issuo, we shall, in future, report the Society1 s
progress for that month. Press dry will accordingly bo the first day of
the succeeding month, and we ho->e to have the issue delivered about a week
after the end of the month of issue.

Inevitably, our first issues must be a very skeleton news-sheet,
outlining our activities* ive expect to enlarge the Journal to include
articles on the various aspects of the Middleton hallway and the Society1 s
other interests* The Editor accordingly invites submission of any matter
coining under this description*

Naming a new periodical is not easy; tlio banal, the pretentious
and the cumber some so readily appear in titles*
was su,^;osted by Mr* Philip Vforsfold,

T e
Gecratary,

name "The Old Run11

Loocls University hallway
oocioty, 19p9~^> fti'id is surely concise, euphonious and appropriate; the
Old Hun was the route of the M*R. from lypu to about Io77 between Hunslet
Moor and Bolle Isle, before the building of the new line avoiding the
incline, the latter now being a concrete road named l!01d Hun Road11.

Progress Report*
*

The Leeds City Engineer, Mr* D*Currie, discussed with tho Acting
.Chairman the Society's proposals in a two hour meeting at the Civic Kail*
The City Engineer, despite his very busy position in our City, went into
great detail In his examination of the prospects of the M.R. Your Acting
Chairman had a most courteous and pleasant hearing, and whatever the outcome
of our application for approval of our scheme by the City of Leods, it will
have been reached aft or a full investigation of al pects of it* Quite

ry

naturally, things that can be done in rural surroundings with impunity
cannot lihewise be done in a City of half a million people, owing to the
effects on the Community in a densely built up area* In having to go ve
carefully here, we are at a small disadvantage compared with the Preservation
Societies at work at Talyllyn, Ffestlnicg and Crich- this is more than
balanced by having our potential site of operations on the doorstep of
a large reservoir of railway enthusiasts*



The old works of Wagon Repairs Ltd., which lias been derelict for
some time, lias boon taken over by Acme Engineering Company of Holbeck,
Leeds. They are likely to need a siding for rail access to their works-
The old works had lo tracks by virtue of their business, readied from
four sidings by a travereer. It may be possible to salvage the rails
or chairs for re-use. Heavy lorries entering the works for rebuilding have
turned the !llevel crossing11 into a quagmire during the wot weather, and
for about 10 yards, the rails aro no longer visible* This state of affaire
is however easily r^uediablo when a moro permanent crossing is made.

Any outdoor installation loft derelict for so-ie time attracts the
attention of certain people who leave their mark behind them, and the M.1U
is no exception. In certain places earth, and stones have been tipped
across the line with no obvious purpose* Fortunately a railway is fairly
robust against depredation.

The pavement at Burton Road has been extended over the H.E« in
tarmac, covering the rails by an inch or so*

The God-sty's four Leeds Tromcars, 1,6, lot) and 317 were given a
wash down outside and a vacuum cleaning inside during the first half of
February. &&j worth of spares wore loaded up before the scrapping of other
cars rendered them unobtainable. To all but the hardened Mxis-flend, the
Sulnegate Depot han presented a 3ad spectacle as car after car was cut,
torn, burnt or hacked apart. They were, like a former Monarch, an uncon-
scionable time ar-dying. The London "Pelthani11 cars were built like battler-
ships* Gradually tho lines of cars shrank, the piles of broken glass
and splinters grow, until none remained but the three single deck railcars
"ShowboatM no. 202 (to be preserved by Leeds City Museum) and "Feltham11
526 (Mow on its way to the United States). Fate choae a day which froze
and snowed as we trundled our cars out of tho back of fiwinegate depot*
British Railways had not, as we had hoped, been able to hire us
temporary accomodation in jwinegato Arches, but I£e#art3 V/ilkinson,
Dickinsonls manager very kindly allowed UB to use their back yard
between B*Il. !s archos and the depot as a haven. In the biting cold,
we did well to get all four cars out at all* Our plan to derail tho cars
to fit them all in tho limited space had to be abandoned, and onw train
pushed into tho ;-iailw,y Archj leaving throe in the Hard* The doors of
iSwlnegate closed behind us, and we folt rathor like the Viiorlan Drama
heroin** turned out in the snow and bidden never to darken her fathorb
door atop again. Ive might call this the black Thirteenth of February, but
perhaps white would bo a'bettor adjjctivo* On subsequent Wednesday and
Gaturday meetings, we rearranged trio crams and two bodt trucks along the
sides of tho /ard, leaving a clear path between them to B»R* JiJ arches.
They are for tho time being secure ̂ and protected by a padlocked gate*
The manoeuvring off tlio rails of 16 ton trams was neither as easy as
we hoped ncr as difficult as we feared. At the ond, we felt quite
confident to shift anything with a block and tackle and pinchbarsJ Tho so
wheels which were off tho cobblestones wero jacked up and lowered on to
stool platos to stop their sinking into tho ground*



Heetiin^ Peopj-o^

As ono of the Guests at tho rUC.T.S. (W.H. )~L*U.H.S* Annual
Dinner, wo had Mis Mitchell, Director of Leeds City MUSOULU In his
after dinner speech, ho expressed interest in the liiddleton Preservation
Scheue, and hoped that one day wo should have in Leeds a fitting huaoura
sotting out the part Loeds has played in the development of transport.

Tho M.R«P.;3. Acting Committee entertained to Lunch ur* E.E»
Cowoll, Traffic -,-ana^er, 3.R. , ^ost Riding* Ho discussed with us many
points at which tho lull* and B.H. would meet if and w.aon our plans
boar fruit. Ho was very helpful and encoura^inr^ and ^ve felt no had
acquired a friend and. advisor of tho Oociety of ^reat value* Without
closo relations with. B.h. , our future would be a very. uncertain fuimroJ
v*o certainly seem to have made a ;;ood start in thlB direction*

Mr* RtJ*Hunt - : ; r froLi tho iiallv/ay ilasoura at York also caino to moot
our Go::i:iittou. Ho is x^ell known for his worlr. for thj Ffo«tlniog Railway
Prosorvatlon oociotyi tho historic./:! importance of tho 3>i.i'U was
naturally of ^roat intorost to hia; and he has already c^VOIi

Committee much valuable help and advice*



Among new members of the Society is Councillor JVGk>odchlld, of
Wakefield* He is an active me:i.:;,;r of the Hallway and Canal Historical
Society,, and was one of those responsible for producing the excellent
publication ofl the Li.Pi. produced for the 19̂ 8 Bi-contonary celebrations,
tfo are vory glad to have a contact with the R.C»H*8. which has obviously
common interest with us fen tho 1-1.11», especially someone liho Ooun. G-oodchild
ivlth his own export knowledge of the line. Coun. Goodchild has, very kin:..ly;
offered to lo.an the Society many valuable archives and documents relating
to the M.rU if we suooood in setting up a building as a Kuseunu-

The Railway Correspondence and travel 3ocioty (Vest Riding Branch)
has designed a placque which will be paid for by members and fixed somewhere
on the M*H» to eoLf.ieniorate the Si-centenary of the line* Mr. John Kalliday
who will be .'mown to <aany nieiiibers of H.H.r.S. has told us that any surplus
left over froi:i the placque fund will be devoted to the Preservation of tho
M.Pu , a gesture which will, wo are sure, be vory much appreciated.

Professor G-.lisf. Carter, Ylco-Presidont of L»U.R*3» and head of the Dept*
of Electrical Engineering at the University of Leeds has offered us a home
for the Automatic Point—Operator equipment, a set of which has boon
acquired froa Lo^ds City Transport* sir* J.R.Blakoborough, of that organisa-
t ion, has been vory helpful to us in picking out a very good specimen of
this ingenious laoout? saving device. A former head of Electrical Engineering
lir. Aspinail-Parr designed a similar machine, but wo have not yet traced
whether those iiiachinos were actually in use in Louds, or the places uhoro
tiioy '̂ ere installed.

i-iostirs. ¥ardls of Sheffield who were engaged on scra;.,_,dng the ^i-jansea
and Mumblos liailv/ay Tfhich closed early this year aftor operating since Iu04
( the v;orld!£ oldest pas confer carrying railway) advertised for any Society
who -was interested in preserving specimens of the Hailwa r̂ to ap;;-ly to them*
As a result of this, the .&.R*P*3. v/as offerrod 3 and M coach Mo* 2 at
a vory gen. rous price. It Is most appropriate that our lypB Midclloton
Rail'-jay should feature a coach from the world's oldest pae^,;ngor railway*
¥e are now putting our thinking caps on as to how to get this 2d ton
vehicle up to Leeds without damaging it or bankrupting the Society* It
is too high to travel by rail, but for'kunatoly the top dock is demountable
and the trucks are detachable; and it will proably come to Leeds in
two or more pieces. The South Wales Transport Company, a !bus concern, have
been helpful in offering us spares and circuit diagrams etc* A Swansea
local paper and the Yorkshire Evening hews have given us valuable publicity
about the 3 and M car*



llr* 3»E»Eiggins, of Liverpool Co' oge, author of the book on the
"Wantage Tramway, has offered us an 0-4-0 well tank loco built by Borrows,
now at work at Pilhingtonls of St. Helens, Lane-shire* We have gratefully
accepted his offer to loan us this loco, which is light enough to run
on the M*R. track oson in its proso.it state* and short enough in its "Wheel-
base tc negotiate the vory naaty curve on Clayton rs siding, (3 chains)*

On Tuesday 23rd. February, the Yorkshire Area Group of the
Ffestiniog (one F or two??) Railway Preservation Society hold a meeting
in the University to which we were invit ,-cU Immediate cordial relations
were ontirod into at once by tho Societies: there is a prospect of our
being able to provide l!local training11 for Ffostinlog members who cannot
spare time to go to lorth Vales* life saw a cine film of the F.E* progress,
and this naturally started icicms in the minds of our OKU photo; /raphicaliy
minded memboia» The TvK* and 3JM-1* arc examples of now to overcome initial
difficulties of restoring a derelict historic railways examples which
should encourage VLB in coping with our early organisation.

There will bo a Hallway Uo-lt in Loids 23rd~30th, -̂.ril, 19oO,
with tho title Salute to oteam, organisod, by It. 0. l'*ot , and Including:
exhibits and loctur-js* Our me.'i> ra aro invited to help and to turn up
at sessions* "lour Beting Chairman, Dr. Toicll, will give the last lecture
on tho 30th» April on "The Hiddloton Railway, past, pro bint and future*11

Our Inaugural A. G-.Iu. is fixecl far Saturday Jth* 1-Iay at 3 ?»m» in tho
Physics Department, University of Leeds (bg hind poraission of Professor
B*3ner)< Agenda in tin next Journal. During thi University Vacation, inform-
al mootingQ of Comiittoo will be held Wednesdays at 3 P*n*> anci °̂  "̂ io

Society Saturdays at 1 p-m. koct afc Dr* Youcll1^ Room in the University.


