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The Journale.

We felt optimlstic in running off 50 coples of the first issue of
this Journal. We are haony to tell our members that to meet tiie needs of
memberg, lntending nmewbers, and friends of the Society, a total of 100
had to be run off eventually. The Tirst printing of this issue 1s 110.

After this issue, the Eﬂitor»hip will pass into tie capable hands
of Mr. Brlan Ashurst, who has prouuo d a Journal of very high quallty
for the Leeds University Srilway clety and 1s well qualirfi ied to take
cver the reins for M.R.P.3. Hr. Asnurst and Mr. Worsfold were Joint1J
regponsgible for the block 01 the original Middleton LOOumotlv which heads
the Journal. We have a similar but 1~rber block which, it is hoped, will
feature in a l{iddleton Christuas Card later thls rear.
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In each meonth's igsue, we shell, in future, report the Soclety's
progress for that month. Press dey will accordingly be the first day of
the succeeding month, and we howe to have the lssuc delivered about a week
after the end of the month of issue.

Inevitably, our first issues must be & very skeleton news—sheet,
outlining our activitles. e expect to eularge tie Journal %o include
articles on the V&rlOdu aspects of the liiddleton HQLLway and the Soclety's
other interests. The Editor accordingly invites submigsion of any mattor
coming under this description.

Namlng a new periodical is not easy: the banal, the pretentious
and the cumbersome so readily appear in titles. The name "The 0ld Runt
was su_ ested by Mr. Philip Worsfold, Oecretary, Lecds University railway
socie tv, 1959~00, and is Surle conclse, euohonlouu and appropriates the
0ld Run was the route of the M.Re from 1750 to about 1877 between Hunslet
lloor and Belle Isle, before the building of the new line avoiding the
incline, the latter now being a conecrete road named "0Old Run Road".

Progress Heport.

The Leeds City Engineecr, lr. D.Currie, discussed with the Acting
Lhairnan the Society's proposals in a two hour meeting at the Civic Hall.
The City Engineer, despite his verwy busy position in our City, went into
great detail in his examination of the prospects of the H.R. Your Acting
Chairman had a most courteous and pleasant hearing, and whatever the outcone
of our application for aporoval of our gcheme by the City of Leeds, it will
have been reached after a full iavestigation of all aspects of 1it. Quite

naturelly, things that cam be done in rural surroundings with impunlty
cannot likewlse be done in a City of half a million people, owing to the
effects on the Community in a densely bullt up area. In having to go very

carefully here, we are at a small di sadvantag;e compared with the Preservaticn
Socleties at worl at Talyllyn, Ffestiniog and Crich~ this is more than
balanced by having our potential site of operations on the doorstep of
a large reservoir of rallway enthugliastss.
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The old works of W-son Repalrs Ltd., which has been derelict for
soile tlme, has Leen taken over by Acme Engineering Company of Holbeck,
Leeds. They are likely to need a siding for rall access to thelr works.
The old woriks had 10 tracks by virtue of thelr business, reached from
four sidings by a traverser. It may be possible To salvage the rails
or chalrs for re—usc. Heavy lorries entering the works for rebuilding have
turned the "level crossing" into a quagnire durlng the wet weather, and
for about 10 yards, the rolls are no lon;er visible. This state of affaire
ls however easlly reumedioble when a more perimanent crogsing is madee

Any outdoor installation left derelict for saome time attracts the
attention of certein peo.le who leave thelr mark behind tihem, and the MR
is no exceptlon. In certaln places ecorth and stones have been tipped
across the line with no obvious purpose. Fortunately a railway is fairly
robust agalnst depredatioi. -

The pavement at Burton Road has been extended over the iM.Re in
Tarmac, covering the ralls by an ianch or so0. .

The Jociety's four Leeds Tramcars, 1,565,150 and 517 were given a
wash dow. outside and a vacuun cleaning inside during the firgt half of
February. £55 worth of spares were loaded up before the scrapping of other
cars rendered theom unobtainable. To dl but the hardened 'bus-fiend, the
Swlnegate Depot has presented & sad spectacle am car after car was cut,
torn, burat or hackod avart. They were, like a foriwer Monarch, an uncon-
gclonable time a-dying. The London "Pelthaa' cars were bullt like battler
shilps. Gradually the lines of cars shrank, the plles of broken glass
and splinters grow, untll none remained but the three single deck railcars
"Showboat" no. 202 (to be preserved by Leeds City lMuseuas) and "Felthanm"
526 (Now on its way to the United States). FPate chose a day which froze
and snowed as we trundled our cors out of the back of Swinegate depote
British Rallways had not, @s we had hoped, been able to hire us
temporary accomodatlicn in Jwinepate Arches, but lessrs Wilkinson,
Dickinson's manager very kindly allowed us to use thelr back yard
between BeR.'s archcs and the depet as a havens In the biting cold,
we did well to get all four cars out at alls Our plan to derail the cars
to fit them all in the limited space had to be abandoned, and onw tran
pushed into tho Rallwgy Arch, leaving threc in the Merd. The doors of
Swinecgate cloged behind us, and we felt rather like the Vidorian Drana
Licroine turncd out in the snow and bidden never to darken lier rathoerh
dooratcp agaln. We aight call this the black Thirtoeenth of Pebruary, but
perhaps white would be a better adjsctives On subscquent Wednesday and
Saturday meotlngs, we rearranzed thoe trams and two bodt trucks along the
gides of tho Yard, lcaving a clear path bétwoen them to BeRe's arches.
They are for the time being sccure and protocted by a padlockoed gatce
The manocuvring off thoe rails of 1o ton trams was nelther as casy as
wo hoped nce as difficult as we fcearced. At the ond, we felt quite
confident to shift anything with a block and tackle and pinchbars! Those
wheels which were off the cobblestones were jacked up and lowered on to
gtcol plates to stop thelr sinking into the ground.



Mecting Pcoplos

As onc of the Guests ot the RiCeTeBe (WeRe)-L.U.R.Se. Annual
Dinner, wc nad ir. Mitoholl, Direotor of Lecds City Muscum. In his
aftor dinner spcech, he expresscd intorest in the Hiddleton Prescrvation
Schoeme, and hoovaed .that one day we should have in Leeds a fitting muscunm
sctiting out the part Leoads has played in the development of transporte.

The MeR«ePe3e Acting Commnittoo cntertained to Lunch lire L.k
Cowcll, Traffic wanaser, BeRe, Wogt Riding. He discusscd with us mainy
points at which the i«R. and 3.R. would mcot if and when our »nlans
bear fruit. He was very helpful end encouraging, and we felt we had
acquired a friend and advigor of tihe Sociatj of csreat valuce Without
close rol.tions with Beld., our futurs would be a very uncortain fubure:
we certalnly scem to have wmade a good atert in thig dircctions

Mrs ReJ.Hunter from th
our Coumittec. He 1ls woll known for
Preservation Soclety: the hilst
naturally of great interest to n¢u, and 1
Commiuuco much vmluaulb help and advicces

¢ nallway Museum at York also camne to mect
rk for the Ffostinlog Rallway

of the H,He was

has alrcady given the MeReFeSe
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3 E" asong new memvors of the Soclety 1s Councillor J.Goodeinnild, of
Wakeficld. He is an active menner of the Railway aand Lknal Historical
goclety, and was one of those ro sponqiblm for producing the exccllent
publication ol the .Re. produccd for the 1930 Bil-co ntcaqry caelebrationss
We are vory glad to have a contact with the R.CeHeSe. whic!: has obviously
cominon intorcst with ue an the .R., especially someone like Coun. Goodchlld
with hig own export knowledzye of the lince. Coun. Goodchild has, very Ti“ 1y,
offercd to leen the Socleoty meny veluable archives snd docuicnts re ol ting
to the H.R. if we succeed in setting up e bullding as a Muscume

The ”Ml¢]uu Corrospondence and Travel Soclety (West Riding sSranch)
has designed a placque which will be paid for by members and fixed somewher
on the Me.R. to comriemorate ths Ei~00ucbnary of the line. lire John nmllLQ&y
who will be known to many memvers of MeRels8. has told us that any surplus
left over from the placque fund will be dovoted to the Prescrvation of the
MeRe, a gesturs which will, we arc sure, be very much appreclated.

Profesgor G.W.Carter, Vice-President of L.U.R.S. and head of the Depte
of Electrical Eagincering at the University of Lecds has offercd us a home
for the Automatiw Foint-Cperator equipment, a set of which has Deon
acquired from Lezds City Transport. dre. J.R.Blakeborough, of that organisa
© ion, has beocn very helplul to us 1in picking out a very good specimen of
tnis ingoniﬂus laboub saving device. A foruer head of Electrical Zngincering
dr. Asplnall-Parr designed a similor machine, but we have not yet traced
wqothur thos
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X e machines were actually in use 1n Leeds, or the places where
They were installed.

Mesers. Ward's of Bheffield who were engaied on scrap.ing the Swansca
and Mumbles Rallway which closed carly 'hi vear after opore th since 1604
( the world's oldest passung ,Cr C& rrying railway) advertiacd for any Society
who was interested in pre serving pbwlﬂunu of tﬂu Railway to apply to thome
As a result of this, the M.R«P.3. was olfierrcd 5 and M coach i No. 2 ab
& very gen.rous price. It is moat aﬂ“roprLMGG Ggat our 1758 u¢ciicﬁon
Railway ghould featurc a coach from the world's oldest pes«snger raillwvaye
We are now putting our thinking caps on as to how %o &Pu thisg 20 ton
vehicle up to Lesds without damaging 1t or bankrupting the Soclety. It
is too high to travel by rail, but Torwunately the top deck is demountable
and the trucks arc u,boCﬂqble, and it will proably come to Leeds in
two or nore pieces. The Jouth Wales Transport Company, a 'bus uonocrn, have
£
U
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been helpful in offering us sparcs and circult dlagrams etc. A Swansea
local papor and the Yorkshire idvening Yows have given us valuable publicity
about bao 3 and M car,



re. B.H.Higgine, of Liverpool College, author of the book on the
Wentage Tramway, has offcred us an 0-4-0 well tank loco bullt by Borrows,
now at work at 1i*h~a'uoa‘u of 3t. Helens, Lancashirc. We have gratefully
accepted his offer to loan us this loco. which ig lig qt OLOW,% to run
e cX eouen in ite presont state, and udort enough in 1ts whecl-—
¥

on h MeRo
e tho very nasty curve on Clayton's siding, (3 chaing).
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On Tuesday 23rd. Fobruary, the Vorkshiro Arce Group of the

Ffestiniog (one F or Luo?”) Re 11”ﬁ3 Prgservation Soclety held a neeting
in the DPlVOPSlb; to which we wore invitode. Immedlates cordial relations
werc entered into at once by ths Bocietles: there is a prospoct of our
being able to provide "local traluing" for Ffestinlog ncabers who cannet
gparc time to go to North Woles. We saw & cine film of the F.R. progress,
and this naturally startad ideas in the ainds of our own photographioally
fainded neinborse ru«,_.¢\. and F.le 2 ples of how to overcome initial
difficultics of rcstoring a derclict historic rallwa”: cxamples v“”op
ghould esncoursge us in coplng wita our OLllJ orgonigatione
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T a itallway Weock in Loeasds 23rd-30th. April, 1900
with The o Sﬁoam, organiged by ReColede, and including
exhibitse ] »org are  invited to help and to turn up
at gewsslion r acting anLrnan, Dr. Youel 3 8 the lest lecture
on the 30 Ihe 1iddl ton Raillway, sent end future.s®
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Our Inaujurel A.CG.i. 1g Pixed far Saturday 7th. Hay at 3 D.d. in the
Physics Dopartacint, Univorsity of Leed (og kind pornigsion of Professor
Stane r). Azenda 1n the next Journa ring the Universlity Vacation, inforn-
al meotings of Committee will be held Wedngsdays at 3 p.m., and of the
Soclety Baturdays at 1 p.ne. leet & Dre Youell's Room in the Univoersity
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