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A MEMORABLE MONTH. Ten years ago, . in December 1959, a meeting, of the .
Leeds University Union Railway Scciety took place; none of those priesent realised
. just how much would happen.as a result-of the unanimous decision to.start a
presexrvation scheme for the Middleton Railway.. The idea of an operating Light
Railway in Leeds was suggestedin the October, and the idea of using Middleton
because it was both historic and disused was that of Dr C C Thornburn, then.a post-
graduate student of Agriculture, and one or two others, Of the first 50 who suppor-
ted the Middleton scheme, a bare handful ane still with us as active members. We
did not realise that in reopening just over 6 months later we should make faster
progress than most other similar schemes, nor did we realise that the idea of re-
opening a full-sized railway would spread like a second Railway Mania until the
amateurs would be active from Cumberland to Devon and Kent 10 years later. As
pioneers with no precedent, we had no other society from whom to seek agdvice -
even Biuebell was not in action, and what will-work on narrow gauge doesn't necess-
arily work on 4'8l2'' | The consoling feature was that British Railways were pleas-
antly surprlsed that what they expected to be a complete fiasco suddenly began to
4011 in goods traffic by the thousand tons. B.R. have been helpful and.sympathetic
.ever since. Of the dozens of memoxrable events we might recall specially the
Television show of our re-opening week in June 1960, our first major publication
"Third Century at Middleton'', the commemorations of 150 Years of Steam'' and
"Matthew Murray Bicentenzry!', the gradual transition from scrap track into first
class conditions, the record of 13,000 tons of traffic a year, and finally:the fact
that we are still the country!s amateur experts in heavy goods traffic operatiaon.
It helped materlally to expand our activities outside the University membexrs who.
started them, though the Isiolld work of the largely Undergraduate permanent way:
team demonstrates their massive contribution to success -- how they manage to-
get degrees in the same year as they learn to lay track perfectly is a never. énding
mystery‘ In alL our activities, when one member has given " p due to illness or to
'leavmg Leeds, ‘others have stepped in to fill the gap., In 10 years many wheels have
passed over the rail-joints, By most normal standards our scheme was hopeless
and we should never have started -- but it is pleasant to: succeed against the odds.
The next lO years should see us firmly entrenched and far more widely known.
Our thanks go gspecially to those who have malntalned their support since the
cearly years . :

STAMPS, Our Stamp Salvage fund-raiser, Roger Bareham, asks for Chrlstmas _
special and hlgh value stamps to be saved & sent as they are partlcularly valuable.

WATER WALK. '£12.5 has come in so far and paid into _tne appeal fund. Mr John
Bushell says substantial payments are outstanding -- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE.
We should acknowledge gifts to the Appeal Fund from the Institute:.of Materlals
Handhng, and the Leeds and DlStTlCL Traction Engine Club. :

MEETINGS. With this Newsletter is our programme of indoor meetings. Please :
give it your support. Mr. John Bushell is looking for a cheap room in central Leeds
suitable for meetings if the free facilities at the Unlversny are unsuitable at any time.

MEMBER SHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS. We have 4.0 members mor’e than
at this time last year. Keep. it up! We enclose a list of members upto date as lst.
December, regrettably with many typing errors:to be corrected in-the next list. ..
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Why let MR T remain the smallest active railway operating organisation? The year
of destiny which faces us makes an expanding membexrship not just useful, but
ESSENTIAL. DO SOMETHING ‘about it}.Why notmake;a year's membershlp A
GIFT to, a_ frlend or relatlon'? Send it with your own subscrlptlon renewal. The

2 A-RTPY S ournal FORYM is availabla. 7/6d-5ent with your subscription brings
you 3 issues in 1970 Post Free; The Editor+dppeal to:adll:members to return-their
renewal forms and subscrlptrons promp‘tly. Delay puts.an unfair load-onithe Mem-
bershrp Secretary "We'must stress the! meortance of Govenanted Subs‘crlptlons
or contributions to the Appeal Fund. Ifyou ate payihg Iicome Tax at the standard
rate and SLgn the Deed of 'Covenant; :we: can. .re¢lditn the fax paid on your money.
Your subscrlptj,on becomes 34/ instead of a ‘guined. In ¥iew of the need to raise

[ every peniiy, it is' YOUR DUTY TO SIGN THE COVENANT. You have zisthing to

and 1f the Covenantor dles Wlthln the 7 year perlod payments are automatlcally
cancelled If ln doubt don‘t Just sit back ask the Membershlp Secretary '

TR U’MPET BLOWING The Worst kmd of publlcrcy is to- blow your Trumpet w1th no
ammunltlon msrde it, or to. repeat the same story time after time in the Railway"
Press w1th minor alteratlons It'is also better to tell people what we HAVE DONE,

T or ARE DOING rather than what we HOPE: TO DO: The start of train services for

' Vlsrtors and the Middleton Colliery také-ovér approaching its climax has how
glven us a.good story to tell, and the efforts of the publicity team over the months
‘are beginning to roll off the assembly line. The néw issue of Trains Illustrated -
Steam Alive contains a Middleton Story, and will be out in January "With this news—
letter are copies -of the Timetable and Information leaflet.” If you want mére for
dlsplay oxr possible visitors, 1et us know and you will receive them with the next
"newsletter. They are now on show at Libratries and Museums. Leeds City Station
have them at the: PaSSenéer Enduiries counter, 'so has Liverpool Street alongsmle
the Bluebell:timetables. Any similarity to Great Eastern Ultramarine is purely
coincidental - the printer just happened to'have that colour ink on! Two junior':
members gota copy to each of the 250 pupils’in'their school and extra copies to
any whose parents owned'a shop! A éne day Transport exhibition at Cockburn ‘High
School featured Middleton, and a display at Belle:Isle Library is to follow next

4 month You can help your Trust by buying all railway books through the MRT Sales
Manager. The newly published History of the Whitby :and P ckering Railway is an-
up- -to-date version of the 1906 book.” What about a Flying Scotsman pen stand at
49/6d mcludmg a Certificate of Authentlcﬂ;y, for the Aunt who sent you"a ‘Christmas
present but didn't receive one from you? Why not follow Chris Oldroyd ‘who hé's sold
large’ quantltles of souvenir pens producmg a good income. The Sales Manaaer .
would like photographs and slides for sale. Old Railway Books can’be. valuable
don't throw them away, give them'in for our secondhand sales'- ‘don!t let the
Church Bazaar's have a monopoly of Brmg and Buy Salesl Mr White at 66 Weetwood ;
Lane would like 1o collect tape recordings and slides of the lin e'_'— atry’ eras, the:
older. the better! - The latest B-B «C reécord '"Sounds and" Song's'of‘ the Rallways"

now publlshed at 37/6d LOnngOr M.Llltary Railway? ‘Séuvenirs Celebratmg the

final closure in October' 1969 are aVallable at 2i/-veachwhile stocks last.

In a year,..Salds" Manaf:er John Edwards has turned a very ‘modést effort lnf:o a-
flourlshmg busmess BACK I—IIM UP soe address 6n; Tlmetable._

POLICE ME“"AGE Some Weeks agoJ . a prlvate motor car drove past a stnp signal
" from flagmen at Moor Road level crossmcr ‘with -an Englneers Tram Ariven’ by .
Malcolm:Fhillips coming uphill and the Chairman as one; flagman. Wlll the other
flagman at'the tlme please contactthe Chalrman immedlately o




