Vol

£

§

Middleton keilwey Trust 1 &4

Old Run Newsletter April, 1966

We hadn't enticipeted being eble to produce e newsletter this

month but thenks to unforeseen circuastences we ere, in fect,

able to bring you up to dete with events on the line. There is

news of progress on the locouwotives, e treiiic report end en

advance notice of our next Open Day.

On the ILine

1697, ‘John ulcock'. In the past few weeks our Diesel Lngineer

‘"hes been trying to remedy the lack of weintencnce eniorced by

the constent use oif the lccowotive. <The engine itself is in
good order and is now being prepered for the finel visit of
the Petters Engineer who overheuled it. The coupress 1 un-
loader velve has been adjusted so es to give e higher working
pressure thus providing iuproved breking enc wmore positive
operation of the bend breke which, up till now, hes been slow
in opereation. _
A new grease zun hes been purchesed end overdue greesing of
the braking system end mein driving sheft bearings have been
completed.

54, ‘Sentinelf. llore painting has been carried out recently eand
the application of the undercost is very neerly complete. The
boiler hes pessed its visuel inspection but we ere still
veiting for the new boiler studs before it can be re-sssembled
end prepered ior the hydreulic test. Ilieenwhile various boiler
fittings have been overheuled end cleened.

1310. Because the owners of this locomotive live so far from

- Leeds, not much work has been done on it recently. Apart from-
the new chimney (ex-J.72) which it has sported foir some tiume
the tanks have been given a thorough cleesning inside and one
of the spectacle glasses hes been cleened up end repleced. An
attenpt has been nade to straighten e bent spring hengexr which
is the ceuse of its very noticeeble leen - but this wes unsuce-
essful. ' .

"Wirdle'. 1Ikestoretion work hes at last gsterted on the engine.
The firebers had to be removed to enable the firebox to be
inspected, This, according to our firebox expert Len Wade, is
in very good order. One of the first jobs to be tackled was
the lubrication of the exleboxes and cylinders. These ere
supplied by & 'Wekefield' lubricator which is in good order
apart from the ratchet wheel which is rether worn snd mey ueed
replacement. The lubrication pipes were blocked so the lubric-
ator was filled with diesel o0il end efter much turning of the
lubricator hendle, oil began to ooze out of the other ends of
the pipes. ufter two yeers, the locoaotive wes at last woved
on 26th iferch., ill the lubricators ere now woiking setisisct-
orily and the locouwotive runs very smoothly.
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Bagnell 2702. The locouotive is continuing to give excellent results

in service end is quite adequete for three heevily loaded plate
wagons - it will teke four on e dry dey. It hes on one occasion
successfully completed the meumoth tesk of houling eleven wagons
cleexr of the bottom loop points.
It has been found, however, thet the firebers are in urgent need
of renewel and o new set hes been ordered.

Avonside 1569. Because of the uncertain futuré of this locowotive
conperatively little work has been done on it. The left hand
gside of the engine hes, however, been reassembled. The safety
valve cover weas at last repleaced with the aid of the steem crene
The locomotive was given its first run in its newly essembled
state end geve no trouble.

The Whickam trolley. is the engine hes, on two occasions, seized,
it wes decided to remove it for e complete overhaul. This was
begum on the night of 19th liarch - it is now residing in the
tool ven.

C. & W. Dept. On 20th March the tool van and brake ven were oiled
up end the besrings checked. The screp wegon, which hes been
out of use for some time, had the bottoun of the axleboxes dropped
and thoroughly inspected. This revealed nothing serious and it
is hoped to inspect the remeining wagons in due course.

P.W. & General Notes. Several sleepers heve been repleced on the
Heedshunt (where they hed rotted away) by Jim Lodge end his
sturdy geng of helpers. Three 1l3-ton wagons of ballest were
unloaded by the loor Ind points. L4t the scme time, the old screp
rails were moved to a central point to eweit disposel. The steen
crene was steesmed on 26th liaxch and wes usedto move the trem
jecks and old trem perts that hed becn cluttering up the back xoad
for some time., At the seme time the eshes théat had eccunulated in
the back road were shovelled into & 16-ton ninerel wagon for use
as ballest down the line. A strenger on the line on the saue day
was Lyndon Shearmen who was, until he bought & steom roller, the
'Swansea' engineer. He wes seen yielding & shovel with the rest
of the regulars despite the inclement weether. L perty of 40 boys
from Jpperley DBridge have elso visited the line and were given a
breke ven trip over the line in two parties. They all seemned very
imnpressed despite the fact that the 'speciel' wes diesel hauled!
The new sand-drying hut is progressing repidly under our %chief
sand-drying engineexr" ‘'lidge’; one well and the roof so far heve
been completed and it is hoped to have the building ready shortly.

Reil-iiobile. On 16th sierch the 'Rail-ilobile' was tested on the line
by Cleyton's. This is e Lond Kover fitted with both rail and road
wheels. Paul Hubble, who happened to be there at the time, said
that it worked en out trein of one plete wagon end just meneged to
haul o loaded (end lightly et thet) bogie bolster up the line ot
the seame tine using all its large suppfy of send ang enitting much
blue smoke eand sperks from the wheels! It would eppear from this
report thet the triels were not very successful and thet J.i's
in no denger of ‘being declered redundent.
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Qgén Day.

Following the success of the Open Dey last September, it has
been decided to hold another. The exact dete has yet to be fixed
but it will probebly be on 23rd July. It is hoped that it will
take the form of a 'stesm day', with the steom creme, Bagnall, 1310
and possibly the Sentinel representing liiddleton, with some traction
engines and rollers to augment them. The scheme is, however, still
in its early stages and further details will be announced later.

Iraffic Report

Trafiic in the lest few weeks has been very erretic. At the
end of February there were over 25 wegons weiting in the cutting on
British Raeilways for Cleyton‘s - yet by mid-March there were only
two Clayton's wagons in the whole week. Our other source of traffic
(R. & B.'s) has, however, been quite steady.

A new University Operating Assistant has been appointed., He is
Don Ayrﬁs, o first year student from Lowestoft (LNOTHER Great - East-
ernite!

Miscellanea.,.

Civil Engineer Jim Lodge has traced the probable track of &
tramway or weagonway to Beeston Colliery, dating from long before
the Great Northern goods branch was built, the G.N., having a Beeston
Colliery branch as well.

Beeston Junction signal box is now closed and the signels
removed, All G.N. line traffic therefore runs from Middleton
Colliery to Hunslet East.

Our Cheirmen has been walking about for some weeks after one
side of his car was removed by a lorry. This happened between Bun-
tingford and West Mill G.E.R. stations. Was our Chairman looking at
the Railwey instead of where he was going???

At the last L.G.M. of the Leeds University Union Railway Society
it was found that despite this Society heving founded and stearted the
Middleton project, there was no documentery evidence of this, and no
nention in their constitution which could have caused some awkward
questions. The ...G.M. passed & proposal applauding the Society's
action in 1959 in starting the lliddleton project, deeming it proper
for LUUES members to take part in all Middleton Railway work, and
endorsing their corporate membership of the Trust.

Finelly, another plea! lore helpers on Saturdays and Sundeys
down on the line will be welcomed: please report to the Officer in
Charge on the site.

This edition of the newsletter has been edited by Stephen Roberts.




