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200 NOT OUT

Some Highlishts of the Murrey Histoxy

In this school end to o lesser extent in the Lecds area the
prowess of our great engineering pionecer is known and¢ his preises
sung. We may osk with some justification why Metthow Murrey has
never been sccordcd the nationel honour so often paid to Irunel,
Wett, Telford and the Stephensons. When we find that in an 1890
history of Leeds, Cherles Lrendling is mentioned but once a n d
lMurray, Dlenkinsop end their colleagues not ot all, we are driven
to ask why - ond why egein., How is it thet the ebtenpts in 1928
and other years to build e memoriel pleque failed os olsodid the
attenpt to build e memorisl on the 1958 closure of liiddleton R1y?

Perheps it is that Murray wes an engineer or ertison of quel-
ity, but had little commerciel knowledge. He was intent on de-
signing end building mechinery that worked rather then Llowing o
well deserved trumpet. We must remenmber kicherd Trevithick who
died unhonoured, unsung end penniless, despite his own enginecr-
ing prowess. Then agein, Watt end bis kettle, Stephensonend his
Rocket evoke instent reoction, Murrey's Selemence does not.

Yet, as we scen the scientific records we find thot ell too
often the preise hes sone, or has been credited, to the wrong
person. The French scientist Levoisier took the credit for dis-
covering oxygen os the cctive counstituent of elr, although rriest
ley of WMill Hill Chepel, Leeds, found it two yeors before. Steph-
enson zot the credit for inventing stesm engines end railways --—
which he did not! Stephenson DID invent the wminer's sefety lenm
yet the scientist Humphrey Devy (discoverer of sodium) pinxﬂaeg
the credit! The Stockton & Darlington end ILiverpool & Monchester
occupy the history books as "first railweys", usurping the credit
of early plateways, wegonways, Middleton, Swansee & lunbles, the
Surrev Iron ond other reilways. We find thet the idee of o sten-
derd screw thread was not Whitworth's, elthough it beers his nane,
but was thet of Meudsley, of whom Whitworth wes a pupil.

So we find that popular imegination end the truth are not
always the seme thing., We will drew o veil over the statement
that "the Stockton & Derlington was the world's first railwey" -
eppearing in the Yorkshire iost, published in Leeds! Ierhaps Ste-
phenson's Public Reletions Officer is still elive!

Murrey - the Railweay pioneer

To put down in black end white the priority of the Murray -
Dlenkinsop school in loconotive design, we moy Sy thet:~
1) Murroy locomotives were the first thet went from the experi-
nmentel stege to the long-lasting procticel stoge. So menyaf
his mechines of all types had o very long life.
2) Murrey wes the first to noke double cylinder locomotives,
which could stert ot any position of the pistons on full load.
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3) Sefety spring velves, slide valves, feed pumps, rack traction
and flensed wheels with edge roils were all pioneered by Murr-
ay end colleagues.

4) inong his pupils were meny whose subsequent work is recognised
in reilwey end genercl engineering —- lkicherd Peacock, engin-
eer to the Leeds & Selby Reilwey, leter founder of Leyer Pea-
cocks: Fenton, Murray & Wood's works at Leeds, later becoming
Suith, Beacock ond Tenner, machine tool wmokers.

Murray - the Engineer
A1l too often forgpotten srxe the facts that llurray was aslirill-
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iant in other engineering fields. The Torridon Wool Industries
Research association pey tribute to the textile machinery which
owes its origin to Murray: woollen spimning pachinery, flaxmeking
machinery, the use of steam or water power on textile processing
of many kinds, Murray was one of the first to meke hydraulic
presses and pioneered stesm central heating. We can only glimpse
now the wide scope of his work and give passing mention to some
things like the 1820 band knife mechine for cloth cutting (jan tly
with Kendall of London), the 1821 furnece design for smokeless coal
burning, the cylinder boringz mechine, steam poddle boats for the
Yore river in Suffolk and the Mississipi in the New World, thein-
verted bean engine of 1805 and meny other idesos.

Why then are Watt, Trevithick and the Stephensons honour ed
with their groves or memoriels at Westminster nbbey, while Murray
rests in the grimy industrial atmosphere ot Holbeck church yard ?
Perhaps his only foult was to be intent only on his work toeaid his
fellow men., We remenber how the rivels of lolton & Watt were
supposed to have spied on him end on e technical foeult wiped out
Murrey's patent rights on his steem engines. May we hope that 200
years from his birth end 139 yeecrs efter his death, llatthew Murray
School members determine to see that this engineering pionecr gets
the fame thot he deserves. Loy we dere hope to sce his statue in
City Squore or the Science Buseum? Iay we dere hope that there
may one day be o Metthew lMurray Scholership to read Mechanical
Engineering at Leeds University? - There within o short walk of the
cest iron tombstone lies his reilwsy line, grimy ag ever, but pro-
tected by the Netional Trust os o monumen% for as long as steel
wheels turn on roils.

At o centenory service in Holbeck Church on 21st Februery1926
with the Lord Mayor end engincers of oll types present, the Vicar
Rev. R. J. Wood, started his tribute: "Seeest thou & men diligent
in his business? He shell stond before kings: he sholl not stand
before meen men' (Froverbs xxii,29) and finished "..,.and we Hol-
beck folk and you, his fellow croftsmen, do well to thenk God for
Motthew Murrey's labours end to shere our Fether's joy in his ach-
ievenments.,"

Mey we therefore teke this 200th enniversery year &8 the
right time to make more widely known end apprecicted the life end
work of the engincer whom our school commemorates.




