
OLD RU1T NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER ISSUE

NEWS_LE'TTER
We regret that this newsletter is late in Arriving, and in the best

"railway tradition" apologise for the delay* However /in view of the
importance of recent events ?it was decided to hold the Septeabor edition
back so that members would, receive full information as soon as it became
avai lable .

The publications tea.<:i hoped
out to members with this newsletter
o c c u r e d , p r e ven t i ng this •

The October newsletter will

to have the Summer Old Run Quarterly
but production difficulties have

giving a full report on
be sen

the Special General
out in
footing

the middle of th:vt month;
to be held on the 10th.

APPOJ1TTMEJTS
" Mro Charles

Editor of the 01d Run
O'ltiroyd has succeeded -Messrs. Edwards and Carr as
Newsletter» Inclusions for following months should

Michael's r';errace ; Leeds 6 to arrive HOT LATER thanbe sent to him at lS?St.
2f;>th, of the preceeding month.

A reminder that ?ir. John R«Cowling is the Trust's official IT'irst
Aid Of ficer ?and that he should be informed of cany accidents on or near the
Railway affectin.--1 use of the ^irst Aid Kit kept in the Brake Van. His adress

but in his o wn wo r d s he is !;usually nuckin::

tant

is 54?^arr Manor View,Leeds 17;
around in the yard so .,tewheret; *

Mr* Ian S-iith has assumed responsibility as Assistant Sales
Manager?being Hainly concerned with sales at the line. Although this is
not a recognised Commit'bee post.it is an important and responsible job.

a series of new positionsY.'e wish Ian every sucess in this? the first of
being crea.ted in readiness for rie::t season.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Avenue

We ek end -Skilled he 1 p r e r ui red for pai n t i ng , i-ie c liani c al
engineering ; joinery 7 welding ? and brazing.

Weekend -Unskilled help required for weeding, keying 9 fi slip la ting ,
ballast ..-loving ? and many -no re useful jobs.

"xroung /a an wanted, for responsible duties with promotion
possibilities* v.lust live at the north end of the Railway ,
near the line, or within easy reaoh of it., Must have -phone,
and be willing to ;;ive two hours (or more) on a weekend.
Starting next season. Salary; nil. Apply in strictest
confidence to Tin White, Sales Manager, 66 Weetwoo'd Lane,
Leeds L6.

^
Patrick McAskie, Publiei ty Officer, has removed to J2, Kirks tall

^ ̂  .

We ^ive a hearty welcome to the following new members who have'
joined the Trust during the last ...lonth.

58--2FC S-.K.Apperly,Leeds 13.
60 6FC Ma r ga r e t A p p e r 1 y , L e e d s
687PC Susan A p p e r l y , L e e d s 1J
685 32«Co Hi n, Leeds 6.
684 P .R . 'S to t t , Tees s ide .

8 «P.I)uf ton,Leeds 10.

677 G . C . A t t f i e l d , S l o u g h .
6780 1'^A. Godd ing , Hewbury. 63 6FC Mar^re t Ap oer ly , Leeds 1:

673J Y.T. R . Coope r 9 L e e d s 15.
688 17. L * C o o p e r , Leeds 16.
680 R. 21.:0 .Denni s , Rend,; 1.
681i-'C T . W . J ^ Appe r ly , Leeds 13 .

POLI^CiaT
During August the Middleton Railway was featured in a siaall display

in the main entrance hall of Leeds Central Library, The exhibition lasted a
fortnight and was entitled "History of Railways in Leeds";1758 ^o 1970.
was noted that several weekend visitors to the line first lea.j. t of the
Railway through the exhibition-,

/

It

-



Iteus decided upon at this -leetin-; concerned:
1) Appointment of a First Aid Officer (referred to elsewhere).
2) Joy Riders « The following rules have been passed regarding movement of

lo co ::io tives *
(a) Members should not operate loco 10 Lives v/ithout the prior ins tru-c tion -o f

the following of ficers , even if they posses driving passes:

(b)
(c)

or Passenger working - T r a f f i c Manager .P .Crapper , or his Peputy
Yard mo veiiients - Chief Mechanical Engineer , J*A. Lodge, or P .Hett leton
Permanent Fay Trains ~ Civil .-njineer ; C . C * '.etcalf e .;or his deputy.

J ; r̂ Z.L̂ .Jlo.iî

A Special General Meeting of the -'.idclleton Railway Trust will be held on
Saturday 10th. October 1270 at 7p«ra. at the Y .M.C . A . ; Albion Place, Leeds 1
The business to be dealt wi bh is i
1) To discuss the future development of the Railway .
2) To consider the proposal of the Couiiittees

" That the Old Run quarerly be abandoned , and that henceforward an
annual yearbook be produced at the end of A'orilo

By order of the Co .avai 1 1 ee ;
John D . Pld war as -;S ecre tary .

6th. September 1370 .

The S o " : - 0 : I . v/ill be fol lowed, by a 1 Favouri te Five' -r A slide
evening open to a l l* Bring your favour i te f i ve sl ides of stead, railway ?or
t ranspor t in te res t and show the a on our e q u i p m e n t * . L i^ht r e f r e s h m e n t s are
available .

DOIT' T FORGET YOUR F A V O U R I T E FIVE1.

FREE RIDES
Some members continue to expect free conveyance on our visitors -

train service when they have forgotten their 'e^ibership cards. The Ouard
can't know everyone-so please brin^1 your card • Continued abuse could result
in us offering only the /viore limited facilities granted by most other
Societies •

. .
^^2^ 0.9 ̂SJ0̂ ?;"/̂ 1̂  •L̂ ,?l?i new subscribers v/ill receive membership

to 31-12-71 T 3 months free boVus AND at the old rates ( 21/- full and 10/-
for juniors /s tudents/0 .A -P o ) .

- In view of the excellent nature of the rauch-impj?oved "Railway
Forum11 (Summer issue) demand, has almost outstripped supply. Members are
reminded that Foruus can be obtained by subscription ? pos t free 3 through the
Trust* The remain
in 1971 will be 3

n 1370 (Autumn) issue will be 2 76d ?but the three issues

'at Ari/iley Branch Library fro ."a
ie joint ly organised by Leeds

in

.
This is the t i t l e of
26 th O c t o b e r to l/[th
Publ ic Librar ies and
four sec t io- is :

an exhibition
November. The

to be held
exhibition

the .Middle ton Railway
Trust, and v/ill probably be
1) Leeds : Birthplace of the Railvay*
2) Loco iotives built in Leeds.
5) Leeds railways.
4) Rai Iway ho bod) es .
The exhibition will consist of books , photo s , and railway relics of local
interest telling the story of the railways in Leeds* Further details v/ill
be published later.

.



Much progress has been made with cutting back the foliage
alongside the line. For this we raust thank the enthusiastic Apperly family
who havw been corning down to the line frequently over the past month, ably
assisted by other members* One came all the way from Hull to put in a few
hours work in disappointing weather. There is now some clearance to be carried
out between the sluepers? and the Civil Engineer wants to commence special
track maintainance and weeding parties- So all local members please notes
bring your picks ? forks , and shovels along?mainly on Saturdays , and lend a hand
or two with this important job.

SALES.
liiddleton was represented during the Bank Holiday at the Harrogate

Northern Model Railway Exhibition and the Harewood Traction Engine Rally,
both of T/hich were succesful affairs. The Trust received a total of £JO from
san.os 9 besides distributing much Middloton publicity propaganda. Thanks to all
who helped with the stands* and to all those who vo lun.toerod * but were unable
to assist because "vacancies" had been filled.

Tim White also reports that an article in the 30th July issue of "Stamp
.7oekly" has brought in many requests from philatelists for more information
on the Railway?and several orders. The total sales value of philatelic items
sold since June now tops £140?and many thanks are due to everyone who helped
with this project*

A copy of a press r e l ea se . i o being sent to all members to assist
in their replies to the questions of non-members*

IiM2!M--S2--£2£21l§.
A letter is being d i s t r ibu ted to all donors to the Appeal

Fund who are JTO N-MEE3ERS • H o w e v e r , i t is not practical to send these le t ters
to those who took part in the Sponsored Walks,because of the largo numbers
involved? Could all .members the re fore , who know non-members who par t ic ipated
in the walks 5 pass on the news to them. This will save the Trust much t ime
and capital which can be devoted e lsewhere*

ii'ES TIYAL _0^ RAIL17A Y_ _PILjffi_
This will be hold on Monday 5 th and Tuesday 6th

O c t o b e r at the Bradford Playhouse,Chapel Street,Bradford 1. The f i lms shown
will be "Steam in the Thirt ies" , a n d f ? S team in the Sixties11 ,respectively*
The second programme wil l also include a f i lm of the "Flying Sco tsman" on
tour in Amer ica ,and will bo introduced by Mr* Terry Rob inson , the tour
manager* Admiss ion to these shows is 6/- each*

Tim Y/hite would like to hear of any member,interested in railway
.••.no del ling and with transport,who would consider storing and transporting
a NEW exhibition layout*, Plans and/or ideas for a new layout can be sent
bo him at 66?Weetwood Lane or to Charles Oldroyd?19 StfMichael's Terrace
loeds 69 and people interested in building a new layout may contact either
person -

Ian Smith requests that members interested in railway modelling
should contact him to learn of a project he has in hand.

J,
The money col lec ted f r o m the f i rs t sale of paper dona ted to the

Trust fol lowing the Appeal in last m o n t h ' s news le t t e r has proved the scheme
to be well wor th whi le* Could members send their unwanted paper (newspapers
ce^mmcs, magazines, etc • ) to l j , J F o r t h Grange M o u n t , L e e d s 6 > o r give it to any
c o m m i t t e e tcmber 9 v/ho will see that it goes into the appea l*



PRESS RELEASE September' 1970

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE MIDDLETON RAILWAY

During 1968 the Middleton Rrilwry Irunched its Apperl Fund, with the
object of r-is ing £4000 to purchase p mile of tr^ck and g.^in access
to the M- oom Pit Colli'-ry site. This would, it was hoped, provide us
with r route Suitable for the opera'cion of visitors' trains, covered
-ccomodation for several locomotives5 rnd p b^se for a museum. An
intensive relaying programme in June of thrt yepr enabled us to begin
our- visitors' tr^in service between Hunslet Moor pnd Middleton Park
G^tes the Irtter point being rdjrcent to Middleton Park pnd ppproxc

200 yrrds short of the Colliery y^rd.

However, work on the Colliery building? beepme increasingly hampered
by vandalism; they needed considerable repair pnd conversion work
when we started, rnd h-ve since been wrecked to such an extent thpt
it -ppe^red futile to continue. Short of hpevy expenditure on restoring
rnd furnishing p^rt of the buildings rnd employing ^ full-time
watchman, there wrs no w.^y of protecting the site, despite supervision
by loc-1 members pnd willing assistance from Leeds City Police.

Considerable redevelopment is taking r>l*~ce in the rrea5 and it is clepr
thrt further discussions pnd negotiations with the Appropriate bodies
will be necessrry to secure p suitable r:md less vulnerable site, pnd
complete our project for covered accomodation pnd ^ museum. This still
remains rs our chief objective; meanwhile,, we hpve completed our first
stpge by purchasing the trrck up to Middleton Pprk G^tes, with the
prospect of continuing rnd improving the service of visitors' trains
using th^t section of line. Demolition of the Colliery buildings,
which h^ve been m^de unsafe by regular attpcks from thieves and vandal-,
is being carried out by the Co.^l Boai'd, which has throughout been most
helpful.

The Commitee of the Middleton Rpilwpy Trust has resolved:
a v To negotiate for rn rlternrtive depot site.
b. To continue fund-rrising efforts,
c. To call P Special General Meeting on 10th October to discuss the

future pl^ns for the Rpilwpy.

P.J. McAskie, Publicity Officer

32 Kirkstall Avenue,
LEEDS 5


