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'BUGGLESKELLEY' SHUNTER
COMES TO
MIDDLETON!
That classic railway f i lm "Ohi Mr Porter" took place at Buggles-
kelley on the Southern Railway of Northern Ireland, complete with
the ancient locomotive Gladstone, an excursion train filled with
gun r u n n e r s , and a triumphant finale at Belfast. Observant
viewers noticed that the gauge was not quite right for Ireland,
and that 660 volt DC conductor rails mysteriously appeared.

In fact the line was the Basingstoke and Alton Light Railway
with its halts at Cliddesden. Herriard. and Bentworth and Lasham.
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the conductor rails being pure Southern Electr ic and the loco-
motives f rom the SR's ancestors.

Just outside Alton is a private siding leading to Courage's
brewery. This is still laid with LSWR t rack dated 1902 on the
chairs and in almost unworn condition, and t h e r e b y hangs a tail...
However, let us finish the story of the line f i r s t .

The Basingstoke & Alton was the f i r s t l ine to obtain an Order
under the Light Railway Act of 1896. Like many other light
railways built in the period when road motor v e h i c l e s were
starting to chug about as the f i r s t sign of unpleasant things to
come, this railway did not come up to expectations.

None of the villages it served was very large-only Cliddesden
was close to the r a i l w a y ; and a road suitable for buses ran

alongside. Even Cliddesden viewed as a suburb of Basingstoke was
not likely to fill the trains. Early LSW rail motors were tried
out on the line; otherwise short trains pulled by tank engines
did the work. The two terminal stations were and still are
important for rail t raff ic .

Passenger services on the railway ceased on September 12 1932
and all traffic ceased on May 30 1936. The terminal at Basing-
stoke was on an early main line, the L o n d o n and Southampton
reaching it on June 10 1839, and the extension to Winchester
being opened on May 11 1840.

The B&A helped the First World War effort by "lending" its
rails, and just as the West Somerset Mineral Railway had d i f f i cu l ty

it was 1924 before the B &A wasin getting and lines back at allr

able to reopen!

Alton was reached in typical LSW devious style* It started
from a branch at Guildford facing b^ck towards London and going to
Farnham, opened October 8, 1849. Together with the Pirbright Jet
and Alder shot loop, the branch went on to Alton. In 1865 the
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extension from Alton to Al re s fo rd was opened as the f irst stage of
the connection to the main line at Winchester. The LSWR had a
phobia of terminating branch lines, and a genius for connecting
them up to provide circuitous through routes.

The B&A Light Railway connected with its parent line just
west of Basingstoke and with the 1865 Alton- Winchester extension

S.R.N.I.L

BUGGIESKELLEY
at Butts Junction, about a mile uphill west of Alton. At the
Butts Jet, the 1903 Meon Valley branch started, connecting at
Fareham with the Eastleigh-Gosport line. There were at one time
through expresses from Waterloo to Gosport via the Meon Valley,
which was closed in 1954. The earthworks and tunnels were built'
for double track but only one was laid - another line that didn't come
up to expectations.

The line to Farringdon from Alton remained open for farming
traffic propelled from Alton and worked as a siding. The Butts
Junction is no longer operative as the Meon Valley and Winchester
lines were run as two single lines from Alton station.

The Farringdon single line was closed in August 1968. The
B&A branch remains as about ZOO yards of siding from the Butts,
the access controlled Annett 's Key fashion, with LSW chairs in
quantity anH good condition. The Alton-Butts Junction section
has a wonderful miscellany of track - the Winchester and Meon
Valley line sported chairs and wooden sleepers, chairs on concrete
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Buggleskelley-cont
sleepers, flat bottom on concrete sleepers, and ancient steel
sleepers with integral pressed chairs - all in less than a mile.

Apart from the B&A stations already mentioned, there is
another station which does not usually appear on the maps. It is
at Treloar just beyond the Butts Junction. To here the B&A ran
a special hospital service for the nearby Alton Hospital. These
trains were worked from Alton main line station, and although they
only used 200 yards of B&A metals they were probably the busiest
traffic on the line. Only short sections of track remain at each
end of the B&A, and the Treloar Hospital platform is one of the
sections.

In the short Golden Age of Light Railways (if t^ere ever was
one) about the Edwardian era. the B&A put on quite a reasonable
service of six
the 141/2 miles.

all-stations trains a day. taking 45 minutes for
This was just under 19mph. including stops - not

bad considering the top limit of 25mph on Light Railways and the
IQmph restriction at the ungated crossings.

Normally one imagines light railways as almost entirely on
ground level, with u n g a t e d level crossings and sharp curves.
There are certainly such things to be seen on the B&A, with lOmph
1 i m i t s at the crossings, but there are also large earthworks,
especially the bridge and high embankment crossing over the main
roads at Cliddesden and west of Alton.

Most of the route can still be traced apart from a few fields
where the ground has been levelled for agricultural purposes, and
a section near Lasham Hill which has been incorporated in a road
widening scheme to eliminate some nasty bends. There are two
bridges over farm tracks a t W i n s f o r d where earthworks were
unavoidable due to the land profile.

The steepest gradients were from Lasham Hill up to Herriard
and down again to Cliddesdon, the rest following valley sides.
Curves we^e only excessively sharp at the 90 degree bends at both
of th^ junctions with the LSWR main lines. It is obviously
"Light Railway" here!

Not everyone knows that, whereas check rails are obligatory
on curves of 10 chains radius or less on main lines, light railways
need only have them on 7 chains or less - and the curve at Treloar
station is certainly as tight as thatl This curve is the sort
where one expects d r i v e r and guard to be able to lean out and
shake hands!

Other films than "Ohl Mr Porter!" were shot on this line.
It became extinct before the amat ur preservation movement got
under way; otherwise it would have been a good candidate for a
Bluebell-type scheme.
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Buggleskelley—com.
Halfway between the Butts and Alton is the Courage brewery

siding. In 1935 the c o m p a n y bought a Hunslet Hudson 22hp
locomotive for shunting in their yard. Soon after this the
brewery changed over to road transport but the locomotive has been
kept in excellent condition, the most worn parts being the brass
number plates from surfeit of polishingl Courages decided to
dispose of it to a society r a t h e r than for scrap. Low horse
power diesels are not in great commercial d e m a n d , and amateurs
are so busy chasing steam locomotives that the good diesel is missed
in the rush.

The Hunslet Engine Co produced the complete diagrams within
a matter of m i n u t e s, even down to a list of the spare parts
supplied with the engine, on July 30th, 1935, when it travelled
under its own power from Leeds.

The motor is a Lister cold starting airless injection type.
A bucket of hot water in the radiator and a heave of the handle,
and she fires. She is controlled by a reversing lever, accelerator
and combined clutch and gear change with two speeds. The speeds
are 4 and 7mph and a load of 93 tons can be started on the level.
T h o u g h small she can start ZZ tons up 1 in 50 and shunt round
curves of under 1 chain radius. Her total weight is btons 1Z cwtu

Courages are a very old established firm, founded by John
Courage in 1787, the last John Courgae having recently died in
Yorkshire. The crest is a black cockerell on a red ground, and
crest plates are being supplied with the locomotive.

It had become clear for some time that we could use a quick
starting diesel for light work at Middleton. The civil engineering
team had often been held up for hours waiting for a locomotive
to be made available for moving the crane or equipment to a job.
Inspection made it clear that this Hffigine would fi l l the bill.

Locomotives which have had only one owner tend to be well
kept and this is certainly true here. All metal parts are
polished and shining, not a spot of rust anywhere, and all steel
parts well greased if not out of sight. It is clear that when we get
her, we m-.ist keep her like this, and active search for a shed is
being carried out now, so that she can be kept in s p o t l e s s
condition. When we consider how shoddy and grubby so many steam
locomotives became in their last years, it is inspiring to find a diesel
kept so well despite 33 years of disuse.

The Hunslet number is 1786: her firm was founded in 1787;
and she is coming to a 1758 railway.1 She has Zft 9in wheels on
a 5ft 6 in wheelbase, Height 9ft 85/sin; width 7 ft; length over
buffer beams 10ft 7i/iin. M->tor ZZhp plus 10 per cent overload on

starting at 1ZOO rpm. Maximum t r a c t i v e effort 1, 800 Ibs.
Adhesion to tractive effort ratio 8.15 to 1.
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E a r l y i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 6 7 w e i n s p e c t e d t h e l o c o -
m o t i v e a n d w e r e o f f e r r e d i t a t a p r i c e f a r b e l o w t h e
c o m m e r c i a l v a l u e o f a n a l m o s t u n u s e d d i e s e l . L a t e r
t h a t m o n t h w e i n s p e c t e d t h e s i t e a n d f o u n d t h a t
l o a d i n g w o u l d b e v e r y a w k w a r d e i t h e r f o r r o a d o r
r a i l t r a n s p o,r t. The o n l y r o a d was at an a w k w a r d
a n g l e , a n d t h e o n l y l e v e l s u r f a c e h a d a r o o f o v e r i t
a n d p l a n k i n g o v e r t h e r a i l s . B r i t i s h R a i l w a y s t u r n e d

u p t r u m p s b y f i n d i n g a L o w m a c t r u c k t h a t c o u l d t a k e
t h e e n g i n e w i t h o u t t h e r i s k o f d e m o l i s h i n g e i t h e r t h e
cab r o o f or a l l B „ R „ ' s b r i d g e s .

M e a n w h i l e U n i v e r s i t y m e m b e r s w e r e t r y i n g t o
r a i s e t h e p u r c h a s e p r i c e . T w o m o n t h s l a t e r t h i n g s
w e r e g e t t i n g r a t h e r c r i t i c a l a n d t h e U n i v e r s i t y
U n i o n r e f u s e d t o m a k e a g r a n t . W i t h i n a f e w d a y s a n
e x M e m b e r o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y s t a f f g a v e t h e m o n e y
f o r t h e l o c o m o t i v e t o b e b o u g h t a n d f o r i t t o b e u s e d
b y t h e U n i v e r s i t y m e m b e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e C i v i l
E n g i n e e r i n g t e a m . M e a n w h i l e h a l f t h e t r a n s p o r t
p r i c e w a s r a i s e d b y U n i v e r s i t y m e m b e r s , a n d h a l f
f r o m M i d d l e t o n f u n d s .

To be concluded in the next issue of The Old Run

Be on the right lines!
Have a top- l ink Haircut at

JOHN
Platform 2a Shire Oak St r e e t ,
Headingley. Express Service!
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I T W A S Q U I T E A D A Y F O R S T E A M I N L E E D S .
B R I T I S H R A I L W A Y S , W O R K I N G O N T H E I R F A M O U S
O N E E N G I N E I N S T E A M P R I N C I P L E , H A D R O U N D E D
THE, E V E N I N G O F F W I T H A C A L L A T C I T Y S T A T I O N
OF THE F L Y I N G S C O T S M A N - A FI T T ING TRIE UT E
T O T H E D A Y ' S E V E N T S O N T H E M I D D L E T O N
R A I L W A Y W H E R E W H A T M I G H T H A V E T O B E T H E
L A S T S T E A M G A L A F O R S O M E Y E A R S ( O W I N G T O
M O T O R W A Y W O R K ) H A D T A K E N P L A C E .

M a n y d i f f e r e n t m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f h o w a l l t h a t
e n e r g y c o u l d b e h a r n e s s e d w e n t t h r o u g h t h e i r p a c e s .
I n C l a y t o n ' s Y a r d t h e 0 - 4 - 0 T 1310 , s p o t l e s s i n i t s
N E R l i v e r y , a m b l e d g r a c e f u l l y u p a n d d o w n t h e

=MIDDLETON SCORES AGAINP
" i n s p e c t i o n " l i n e , p a u s e d o c c a s i o n a l l y w h i l e s o m e
t r e m b l i n g p h o t o g r a p h e r , o v e r c o m e w i t h e m o t i o n a t s o
r e s p l e n d e n t a s i g h t , a t t e m p t e d t o f o c u s h i s c a m e r a .

S l i g h t l y l e s s d i g n i t y a t t e n d e d t h e w a n d e r i n g s o f
S e n t i n e l 54 . - S o m e p e r s o n , w h o s h a l l b e n a m e l e s s ,
h a d h a d t h e i d e a o f c o n n e c t i n g t w o a t o n a l w h i s t l e s t o
t h e c y l i n d e r e x h a u s t s f o r t h e o c c a s i o n . P r o m p t e d n o
d o u b t b y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f p u b l i c s a f e t y , h e s u c c e e d e - d
i n p r o d u c i n g a r e s u l t w h i c h w a s i n d e s c r i b a b l e i n
i t s p a t h o s - r a t h e r l i k e a n a g e i n g g e n e r a l s i n g i n g a
c o m i c s o n g o f f - k e y . E m b a r r a s s e d l a u g h t e r g r e e t e d
t h e so un d.

N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e S e n t i n e l , w h i c h i s p r o b a b l y t h e
l a s t v e r t i c a l b o i l e r r a i l w a y e n g i n e a t w o r k , a t t r a c t e d
a g r e a t d e a l o f i n t e r e s t f r o m t h e t e c h n i c a l l y m i n d e d
a n d t h e m e r e l y c u r i o u s .

" W u l f r u n a " w a s n e x t o n t h e l i s t f o r a d m i r a t i o n .
N o , s h e i s n o t s o m e o n e ' s g i r l - f r i e n d , b u t t h e n e w l y
n a m e d " D l " - the MR T ' s l a t e s t a r r i v a l , a F o w l e r
0 - 4 - 0 d i e s e l s h u n t e r , w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l c a p p e d f u n n e l
( e x h a u s t p i p e i n s i d e ) , h e a d l i g h t s , a n d d a r k b l u e

l i v e r y . T h e n a m e p l a t e s w e r e r e a d y b u t n o t y e t f i t t e d .
A l t h o u g h " d e a d " f o r m o s t o f t h e t i m e , s h e w a s a n
i n t e r e s t i n g e x h i b i t r i g h t i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e y a r d .

T h e d i s c e r n i n g e y e w o u l d a l s o c a t c h g l i m p s e s o f
t h e w a s p - c o l o u r e d b o i l e r o f o n e o f t h e s t e a m c r a n e s
a s i t s h u t t l e d u p a n d d o w n on t h e b a c k r o a d , b e h i n d
the p i l e s o f p l a t e s and g i r d e r s . Fed w i t h wo o d on
t h i s o c c a s i o n , t h e c r a n e h a d a c t u a l l y l i f t e d s o m e t h i n g
e a r l i e r i n t h e a f t e r n o o n - b u t o n l y b e c a u s e i t n e e d e d
l i f t i n g a n d n o t f o r t h e g e n e r a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t , i t s
d r i v e r s t r e s s e d c a r e f u l l y . O c c a s i o n a l l y , i t i s t r u e ,
t h e h o o k w a s l o w e r e d a f e w f e e t , o r t h e j i b s l e w e d
r o u n d a l i t t l e , t o s h o w o f f h e r g e a r s ; b u t o n t h e w h o l e
t h e c r a n e a n d h e r c r e w a d o p t e d t h e a t t i t u d e o f a
b r e a k d o w n t r a i n - e v e r r e a d y , b u t c o n t e n t t o s i m m e r
in a q u i e t s i d i n g w h e r e o n l y the s e r i o u s - min d e d-
s t u d e n t o f r a i l w a y a c t i v i t i e s w o u l d d i s t u r b t h e m .

T h e " J o h n A l c o c k " w a s p a r k e d d e a d o n C l a y t o n ' s
c u r v e w h e r e i t s e r v e d t h e d u a l p u r p o s e o f a t t r a c t i n g
t h e c r o w d s a t t e n d i n g t h e f a i r o n t h e R u g b y G r o u n d c a r
p a r k a n d m a k i n g i t e a s i e r t o c o l l e c t t h e 2 s e n t r a n c e
f e e f r o m t h o s e w h o d i d c o m e .

" W i n d i e " and " M a t t h e w M u r r a y " ( w i t h o u t i t s s a d -
d l e t a n k ) w e r e a d d i t i o n a l s t a t i c e x h i b i t s , w h i l e t h e
p o n d e r o u s h u l k s o f " S w a n s e a " a n d h e r s i s t e r A v o n s i d e
f r o m L i v e r p o o l l a y m o r e o r l e s s o u t o f s i g h t o n
R o b i n s o n ' s s i d i n g .

T h e r e
w i t h t h e 1,
s t o c k l i s t

w a s a g o o d t u r n o u t o f m e m b e r s t o d e a l
5 0 0 v i s i t o r s . O n t h e g a t e s t h e n e w M R T
w a s b e i n g s o l d . A t Z s . t h i s i s r e a l l y a n
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e x c e l l e n t b u y , c o n t a i n i n g p h o t o s o f a l l t h e e n g i n e s
e x c e p t the A v o n s i d e s , a n d the s t o r i e s of w h e r e t h e y
c a m e f r o m a n d h o w t h e y r e a c h e d t h e l i n e , a s w e l l a s
m e c h a n i c a l d e t a i l s . S o i f y o u h a v e n ' t h a d y o u r c o p y ,
s e n d f o r o n e N O W - 2 s 6 d p o s t f r e e !

R e f r e s h m e n t s d i d a r o a r i n g t r a d e . I n t h e b r a k e
v a n , t h e " n e r v e c e n t r e " f o r t h e d a y , t h e p u b l i c
a d d r e s s s y s t e m ( b y c o u r t e s y o f D a v i d B u s h e l l ) a n n -
o u n c e d s u c h e v e n t s a s a c o m p e t i t i o n to p i n p o i n t a
s t a t i o n o n a B R m a p , t h e w i n n e r b e i n g t h e o n e w h o
l o . c a t e d J o h n B u s h e l l ' s f a v o u r i t e s p o t . T h i s t u r n e d
ou t t o be a s t a t i o n s o m e w h e r e in the F u r n e s s d i s t r i c t ,
a n d t h e p r i z e , a y e a r ' s m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e M R T i

A p a r t f r o m t h e w i n n e r o f t h e c o m p e t i t i o n , s i x
n e w m e m b e r s w e r e m a d e o n t h e d a y , a n d o t h e r s w o u l d
n o d o u b t h a v e f o l l o w e d w h e n t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d r e a c h e d
h o m e a n d m o n e y - b o x . B y t h e w a y , i f y o u a r e a n o n -
m e m b e r , i t ' s s i m p l i c i t y i t s e l f t o j o i n - j u s t s e n d
£1 I s t o Mr . J 0 hn B u s h e l l , 12 T r e l a w n C r e s c e n t ,
L e e d s 6 (o r 10s 6 d . if -you a r e s t i l l a t s c h o o l o r c o l ' l -
e g e o r i f y o u a r e a n O A P ) .

A l u s c i o u s - l o o k i n g f r u i t c a k e m a d e b y M r s S u s a n
Y o u e l l ( M R T p u b l i c i t y , j o i n t s e c r e t a r y a n d n o w h e a d
c h e f ) w a s g i v e n t o a l a d y f r o m M i d d l e t o n w h o f o u n d
b y g u e s s w o r k ( f o r 6 d ) r o u g h l y h o w m a n y c u r r a n t s i t
c o n t a i n e d . One m i g h t h a v e h o p e d for a _s_ie_a_rn_ Pud d in g
i n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; b u t n e v e r m i n d , n e x t t i m e
p e r h a p s !

HARDY'S
Motor Radiators Ltd.

All Makes Repaired or Rebuilt
R.M.C. S E R V I C E S T A T I O N .
Panel Beating & Body Repairs
BEZA ROAD, HUNSLET, LEEDS 10
Prompt Service Tel. 73434-5-6
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I t w a s g o o d t o s e e s e v e r a l o l d m e m b e r s o f t h e
T r u ?, t w h o h a d b e e n t e m p o r a r i l y m i s s i n g : e s p e c i a l l y
G e o r g e T a y l o r , a f t e r h i s r e c e n t i l l n e s s . B a c k f r o m
t h e p a s t w a s f o u n. d e r - m e rn b e r G e r r y C a w t a r a y ( t h e
f i r s t , me m - b e r s h i p s e c r e t a r y ) , n o w l i v i n g a t M e n s t o n
a n d h o p i n g t o t a k e a m o r e a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n t h e r a i l -
w a y a g a i n . N o r m a n F e a r n l e y t o o l o o k e d h a p p y t o b e
b a c k o n t h e l i n e of w h i c h n o n e b e t t e r t h a n h e k n o w s
e v e r y b u m p a n d c o n t o u r .

A f e a t u r e o f . t h e r o a d v e h i c l e s s e c t i o n w a s t h e 3
f a i r o r g a n s , a t l e a s t , t w o o f w h i c h , w e r e p l a y i n g at
o n c e . P r i d e o f p l a c e w e n t t o a n e w l y r e s t o r e d G a v i o l i
t r u m p e t o r g a n , 1 0 0 y e a r s o l d . L o v i n g l y p o l i s h e d a n d
f i t t e d w i t h f l a s h i n g l i g h t s , i t p l a y e d s e l e c t i o n s o f
o l d t u n e s a n d e n d e d u p w i t h t h e S o u n d o f M u s i c l T h e
M R T w a s p r i v i l e g e d t o h a v e t h e f i r s t a p p e a r a n c e o f
t h i s o r g a n .

T h e l a r g e r G a v i o l i s h o w o r g a n w a s t h e s a m e a s
a p p e a r e d l a s t y e a r a n d p r o v e d e q u a l l y p o p u l a r w i t h
i t s f a n t a s t i c v o l u m e a n d m o v i n g f i g u r e s - n o t a l l o f
t h e m m o d e s t l y c 1 a d 1 B o t h t h e s e o r g a n s are o w n e d by
L. D. & J . C o l e of L e e d s .

T h e o t h e r w a s b y c o m p a r i s o n a b a b y o r g a n a n d
f i t t e d i n a s m a l l m o d i f i e d v a n . O w n e d b y A . B e n n e t t ,
o f A b e r f o r d , t h i s w a s a n o r g a n b u i l t i n P a r i s b y t h e
F r e r e s L i m o n a i r e i n 1912 a s a r o u n d a b o u t c e n t r e p i e c e .
I t p l a y e d c h i r p i l y e n o u g h a n d w a s a g r e a t a t t r a c t i o n .

E i g h t s t e a m e r s t o o k t u r n s i n p a r a d i n g r o u n d t h e
f i e l d , i n c l u d i n g t w o F o d e n o v e r t y p e s t e a m w a g o n s ,
o n e f r o m F e a r n l e y ' s o f C a s t l e f o r d a n d t h e o t h e r o w n e d
b y M r H. P a r k i n , a l s o o f C a s t l e f o r d .

A m a g n i f i c e n t s h o w m a n ' s t r a c t i o n e n g i n e , f o u r
s t e a m r o l l e r s , a n d a s t e a m t r a c t o r ( u s e d f o r d r i v i n g
t h e o r g a n d y n a m o s ) w e r e a l s o m u c h a d m i r e d . T h e
r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k s e e n o n s o m e m a c h i n e s w a s t r u l y a
j o y t o b e h o l d .

A s m a l l e x h i b i t w h i c h s h o u l d n o t b e o v e r l o o k e d
w a s a 1 9 2 0 C r o s s l e y p e t r o l t i p p e r t r u c k w i t h h a n d -
o p e r a t e d t i p p i n g m e c h a n i s m .

A l l p r e s e n t h a d a t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y a b l e a f t e r n o o n ,
w h e t h e r h e l p i n g o r v i s i t i n g . T h e o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n
w a s o f a f r i e n d l y s p i r i t b e t w e e n t h e v i s i t o r s a n d s t a f f
J u s t s u f f i c i e n t o r g a n i s a t i o n t o k e e p t h L n g s r u n n i n g
n i c e l y , a n d a l l t h e r a i l w a y " o f f i c i a l s " s e e m e d g e n u -
i n e l y p l e a s e d t o w e l c o m e t h e p u b l i c . A n o t h e r s u c c e s s
f o r t h e M i d d l e t o n R a i l w a y !
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What is the new
transport policy?
The recent flush of White Papers on transport policy will have
important long-term effects on today's railways. So that readers
may view future developments on the railways in the light of these
policy documents, this precis of "A new Policy for the Railways"
has been prepared.

"A new P o l i c y for the Railways" is at the centre of the
Government's transport policy. The Government believes that a
sense of stability and of self-confidence must be restored to the
industry.

The Government's first problem has been to determine the size
and shape of the basic route system to meet both commercial and
s o c ic-a 1 needs. The details of the Governrrent 's decision were
published in March 1967. The plan brings to an end the reductions
required under the 1962 Transport Act. The Government intends
that the new basic network will be adapted and developed to meet
present and future needs.

The second task has been to give the R a i l w a y s Board a
financial target they could realistically be expected to attain.
The community must explicitly take financial responsibility for
the socially necessary lines. These lines must be identified and
costed. A Joint Steering Group was detailed to do this and their
conclusions have been accepted by the Government.

As to the railway's social obligations, the services which
require long-term assistance will be identified and separately
costed so that a conscious decision can be made whether the social
benefit to be o b t a i n e d from the maintenance of a particular
service is sufficient to justify the cost of continuing it. The
decision will be made by the Minister.

In reaching the decision the Minister will weigh the costs of
retaining the service - in terms of the amount of grant which will
have to be paid - against the social and economic benefits which
it will bring. Where the Minister decides against a grant the
Board will be free to submit an application for the withdrawal of
the service. The Steering Group's report estimates that the likely
amount of these grants will be £40M per annum in 1969.

The Government accepts the Steering Groupos conclusion that
"standby capacity" additional to that required for the railway's
commercial and social services would not be a permanent element
of any foreseeable railway network. But surplus capacity does
exist in the railway system in the shape of excess track mileage
and until this can be eliminated the cost of its t e m p o r a r y
retention adds to the operating loss. Consequently it has been
decided to pay a grant to the Board to assist in the rationalis-
ation of the system. This grant will taper off completely by 1974.

13
There are certain other continuing social obligations for

which there is a case for relieving the Board of part of their
existing liabilities for maintenance of overline road bridges and
level crossings, superannuation obligations resulting from the
policy of their predecessors, and the cost of the Transport Police,
The total cost of all these obligations is about £8M per annum.

The Railways Board prepared for the Joint Steering Group
detailed financial forecasts for the years 1969 and 1974 but the
Group concluded that they were too optimistic. The Group estim-
ated that the Board's accounts would be in deficit in 1974 to the
extent of between C5/55* and concluded that if the Board were to
be given a target of financial equilibrium within any reasonable
period, a radical financial reconstruction was inevitable.

The Group felt that the continuing deficit has been a major
cause of the feeling that the industry was ailing and in decline.
Past savings have been cancelled by higher wages and the deficit
for 1967 was likely to be the same as that for 1962. Accordingly
the Government fully accepted the recommendation that the capital
debt of the Board be w r i t t e n down to a level at which it is
reasonable to expect that the interest payments could be met out
of the revenues early in the 1970's.

The Government considers it essential that the valuation of
the Board's assets be scaled down. Also that there should be no
further need for any deficit grant from the Minister.

One of the first tasks of the B o a r d to consider is what
realistic level of investment is compatible with the future earn-
ing capacity of the industry and to relate their investment policy
to a long term financial plan covering all aspects of the Board's
business. In future the funds available for capital investment
will have to be found either from depreciation or from sales of
scrap, surplus land, or from loans. This will make it even more
important that the methods and c r i t e r i a used for investment
appraisal should be realistic and up to date.

Changes in management structure and organisation are necess-
ary. The Group recommended that it should consist largely of
members who v.rould not be tied down by day to day responsibilities
for specific functions. The Board s h o u 1 d be smaller than at
present. The need for effective long range planning and financial
policies is stressed. There should be s e n i o r members of the
Board responsible for each of these two aspects of policy.

The Group proposes that the B o a r d should be required to
submit a g e n e r a l scheme of organisation for the Minister's
approval, and that the statutory Regional Railway Boards should
be abolished by the repeal of Section II of the Transport Act 1962,
The Railway Regions as management units will still exist.

The Government's acceptance of the Group's recommendations
means that there will be a major recapitalisation and that grants
will be available for socially necessary services and for track
rationalisation. The Board's new task will b e t o o p e r a t e
economically and effectively on the new basis and to move to a
position of financial equilibrium.
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End of a loot bridge
THE OLD RUN

B r i d g e c o l l a p s e i s a l w a y s s p e c t a c u l a r and s o m e -
tirrues h i s t o r i c : t h e t r a i n t h a t w a ^ b l o w n in to t h e
R i v e r T a y i n 1 8 7 9 a n d t o o k t h e b r i d g e w i t h i t ; t h e
b r i d g e o v e r t h e R i v e r K w a i ; t h e A m e r i c a n s u s p e n s i o n
b r i d g e t h a t r e s o n a t e d t o a g a l e a n d s h o o k i t s e l f t o
b i t s ; a n d t h e n a r r o w g a u g e , I r i s h t r a i n t h a t g o t b l o w n
o f f t h e O w e n c a r r o w v i a d u c t . T h e n t h e r e a r e f a m o u s
f i l m s l i k e E r i c P o r t m a n a s a G e r m a n e s c a p e e g o i ^ g
b a c k w a r d s a n d f o r w a r d s o v e r a b r i d g e f r o m C a n a d a
to t h e USA w h i l e the c u s t o m s of f ic e r s • d e c id e d w h a t
t o d o l t h e S t a i t h e s b r i d g e t h a t r a n g a b e l l w h e n t h e
w i n d w a s t o o s t r o n g t o a l l o w s a f e c r o s s i n g : a n d r a i l -
w a y b r i d g e s t h a t w e r e n ' t , l i k e t h e T a H c a s t e r b r i d g e

n e v e r o p e n e d , a n d t h e v i a -
L N W R s o u t h o f B i r m i n g h a m
w h i l e t h e o p p o n e n t s g l a r e d
s t o r y o f a s a d l i t t l e b r i d g e
n o b o d y l o v e d . In 1881 the

M i d d l e t o n R a i 1 w a v o p e n e d the c o n n e c t i o n to t h e M i d -
l a n d a t B a l m R o a d , w h e n t h e g a u g e h a d t o b e c h a n g e d

1758 s t a n d a r d 4 f t l in tp t h e 1 8 Z 5 S t e p h e n s o n 4 f t
T h e b r i d g e c o n n e c t e d t w o a l l o t m e n t s o n e i t h e r
One i s r e m i n d e d o f t he L a d y o f S h a l l o t e :

"On e i t h e r s i d e t h e R a i l w a y l i e
L o n g f i e l d s o f . g a s w o r k s a n d p i g s t y ,
A n d o n t h e f i e l d s t h e r o a d r u n s b y
T o m a n y - t o w e r e d M i d d l e t o n . "

T h i s b r i d g e w a g b e n t a t o n e e n d b y E v a n s ( L e e d s )
i n 1961 t o f i t t h e n e w B e z a R o a d w h e n b u i l t , b u t
b e n d i n g w a ^ i n t h e n a t u r e o f a p a t c h u p r a t h e r

a p r o p e r e n g i n e e r i n g j o b .

o n t h e Y o r k l i ne t h a t w a s
d u c t b e t w e e n t h e G W R a n d
l e f t u n u s e d f o r a c e n t u r y
a t e a c h o t h e r . T h i s i s t h e

n o - o n e w a i t e d a n d

f r o m
8 1/2 in.
s i d e .

Ltd
t h e
t h a n

MURRAY
The greatest name in engineering

* * •* * *
For automobile engineering

RONALD S MURRAY

West End Garage, Hyde Park. Leeds 54266

The .seTl0(/sne&s of the situation was not

L o c a l p r o l e t a r i a t a i d e d b y g r a v i t y a n d g a l e c a u s e d
t h r e e o u t of t h e f o u r s t o n e p i l l a r c a p s t o c a s c a d e
d o w n o n t o t h e l i n e , a n d f i n a l l y t h e m o r t a r b e g a n t o
s h o w s i g n s o f a n x i e t y b e t w e e n t h e p i l l a r s a n d t h e
m a i n f r a m e w o r k . I n 1 9 6 7 t h e r e w a s a p r o s p e c t o f r e -
p l a c i n g t h e b r i d g e b y a f o o t c r o s s i n g a t a p o i n t w h e r e
th i s c o u l d b e d o n e w i t h s a f e t y t o r a i l w a y a n d f o o t p a t h
u s e r s . T h e p a t h i s h a r d l y u s e d a n d o n l y t h e l e g a l
a t r o c i t y k n o w n a s a S t a t u t o r y R i g h t o f W a y m a d e i t s
r e t e n t i o n o b l i g a t o r y . T h e d i v e r s i o n w i t h t h e e r e c t i o n
o f a n e w s i d i n g f o r C l a y t o n S o n a n d C o m p a n y g a v e u s
a r e a s o n a b l e c h a n c e o f d e m o l i s h i ng t h e b r i d g e . M o s t
o f t h e l o c a l s w a l k d e f i a n t l y a c r o s s t h e r a i l s i n s t e a d
o f u s i n g t h e b r i d g e a n y w a y 0 F i n a l l y i n a g a l e i n S e p t -
e m b e r 1 9 6 8 t h e W e s t s i d e m a d e a n e q u i n o x i a l d e s c e n t .
B o t h c o p i n g s t o n e s a n d r a i l i n g s c a s c a d e d d o w n , f o r -
t u n a t e l y w i t h o u t k i l l i n g a n y o n e . B r i t i s h R a i l w a y s
r a n g u p t h e p o l i c e w h o i n t e r v i e w e d t h e M R T c h a i r m a n .
S o m e t h i n g h a d t o b e d o n e a t o n c e , s o t h e c h a i r m a n
g i r d e d u p h i s l o i n s a n d s p e n t s o m e h o u r s s a w i n g u p
t h e d a n g l i n g 3 c w t s o f s t e e l w o r k , a n d s l e d g e h a m m e r -
i n g t h e 5 c w t s o f b r i c k w o r k t h a t w e r e h a n g i n g 5 f e e t
o f f t h e g r o u n d a n d s w i n g i n g i n t h e b r e e z e . R o p e s
r o u n d b o t h e n d s o f t h e b r i d g e . T w o D A N G E R s i g n s .
E x a m i n a t i o n o f d o c u m e n t s t o s e e w h e t h e r t h i s c o n s t i -
t u t e d a R a i l w a v A c c i d e n t a n d n e e d e d r e p o r t i n g t o t h e
M i n i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t . A v i s i t t o B R B a l m R o a d t o
s a y t h a t t h e l i n e w a s n o w s a f e . N o t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e
T r a f f i c M a n a g e r , a n d s o t o b e d l T h e B r i d g e h a s n o w
b e e n m a d e s a f e ( b u t n o t f o r c r o s s i n g ) , a n d i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n s i n t o w h o s e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i t i s a r e n o w i n p r o g -
r e s s .
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Tares ready please!'
Yorfcs paytrains get under way

" P A Y T R A I N S " - n e w t o t h e N o r t h b u t f a m i l i a r t o E a s t
A n g l i a - s t a r t e d o p e r a t i n g o n t h e L e e d s - B r a d f o r d -
I l k l e y a n d E s k V a l l e y s e r v i c e s i n Y o r k s h i r e o n O c t o b e r
7 t h . T o t r y t h e m o u t t h e E d i t o r t o o k a t r i p f r o m L e e d s
t o M e n s t o n o n t h e f i r s t d a y . A t t h e t i c k e t o f f i c e i n
L e e d s w e w e r e t o l d " P a y o n t h e t r a i n n o w . " T h a t m i g h t
s e e m o b v i o u s b u t I h a d n ' t y e t f a t h o m e d h o w t h e m a n
o n t h e b a r r i e r c o u l d d e t e c t a n I l k l e y l i n e p a s s e n g e r .
I t w a s e a s y . " I l k l e y " I s a i d . " P l a t f o r m 3 , " h e
o b s e r v e d . O n t h a t p l a t f o r m I c o u l d h a v e g o t o n a
H a r r o g a t e o r B r a d f o r d t r a i n a s w e l l a s t h e I l k l e y o n e .
H o w e v e r t h e r i s k o f a n y o n e d o i n g t h a t o r o t h e r w i s e
a b u s i n g t h e s y s t e m a n d g e t t i n g a w a y w i t h i t m u s t b e
c o n s i d e r e d s o s m a l l a s t o b e o u t w e i g h e d b y t h e s a v i n g s
m a d e b y t h e p a y t r a i n s . T h i n k i n g t h e s e t h o u g h t s I
c l i m b e d a b s e n t - m i n d e d l y ( h o w e l s e ? ) o n t h e I l k l e y
t r a i n , t o be c a u g h t i n a b l a z e o f f l a s h l i g h t s and a
r i p p l e o f l a u g h t e r . I t w a s n o n e o t h e r t h a n t h e Y o r k -
s h i r e P o s t . I w a s j u s t a b o u t t o t a k e a b o w a n d o f f e r
m y a u t o g r a p h f o r s a l e w h e n I r e a l i s e d i t w a s n ' t m e
t h e y w e r e p h o t o g r a p h i n g a t a l l - i t was a g r o u p o f
p r e t t y g i r l s " b u y i n g " a t i c k e t f r o m t h e g u a r d . T h e
e x c i t e m e n t o v e r , t h e g u a r d t h e n g o t o f f t h e t r a i n a n d
s a i d " G o o d b y e ! " T h e r e a l g u a r d t h e n g o t on w i t h h i s
t i c k e t m a c h i n e a n d - b u z z b u z z - we w e r e o f f . B a c k -
w a r d s a t f i r s t , b u t a f t e r a f e w m i n u t e s d e c i d e d l y
f o r w a r d s , w i t h a j e r k . F i r s t t h e g u a r d t a c k l e d t h e
f i r s t c l a s s p a s s e n g e r s . ( F o o t n o t e t o B R : W h y l o a d
t w o d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o n t o t h e g u a r d o n p a y t r a i n s -
h e ' s g o t e n o u g h t o d o a l r e a d y ) . T h e n h e c a m e o u t t o
t h e r e s t o f u s a n d a s k e d , " A n y o n e f o r G u i s e l e y ? I ' l l
t a k e t h e G u i s e l e y f a r e s f i r s t . " H i s m a c h i n e w a s
s t i c k i n g a n d h e d i d n ' t w a n t t o k e e p h a v i n g t o c h a n g e
t h e f a r e . A f t e r t h a t h e t o o k a l l t h e r e s t m i n g l e d t o -
g e t h e r . " B u r l e y , " s a i d o n e y o u n g l a d y . " S o w o u l d y o u
b e a f t e r 2 0 y e a r s o n t h i s j o b " h e c o u n t e r e d . " T h a t ' l l
b e 2 s 9 d . " " I t w a s o n l y 2 s 6 d t h i s m o r n i n g ! " " W e l l ,
i t ' s u p h i l l o n t h e w a y b a c k . " M o r a l , b u y a r e t u r n .

I t w a s e e r i e t o s e e t h e s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g s l o c k e d u p
a n d d e s e r t e d a n d y e t t h e p l a t f o r m s o p e n t o t r a f f i c .
B R i s t o d e m o l i s h o r d i s p o s e o f a l l o f t h e m a n d j u s t
p r o v i d e l i g h t i n g . L o c a l c o u n c i l s w i l l b e g i v e n t h e
o p t i o n o f p r o v i d i n g " b u s s h e l t e r " t y p e
M o s t w o n ' t .

a c c o m o d a t i o n .

Cimber !
We SELL all types of processed

tree and associated equipment

We MAKE furniture, built - in
cupboards, etc. to your specification

SOLID WORK - FAIR PRICES

NORTH LANE, LEEDS 6 TEL. 53659

Cameras - Projectors and

everything Photographic

D e s p i t e t h i s d r a w b a c k l o c a l r e a c t i o n w a s e n c o u r -
a g i n g , a n d m a n y b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s o b v i o u s e co.no m y
w o u l d g o a l o n g w a y t o k e e p i n g t h e l i n e s o p e n .

6 BOND STREET, LEEDS 1

Open all day Wednesday Closes 1 p.m. Sat.

TEL. 22114 ESTABLISHED 1875
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